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Total Water Demand Forecast for 2050 by
Regional Water Council
4,975,000 (billon gallons per day)
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Sources: The 2050 agricultural forecast was based a 75th percentile value, which represents dry year conditions and high water demand. The Metro District 2050 forecast metric reflects the highest demand forecast scenario, and a mix of water use including municipal, industrial, and agricultural. See Regional Water Plans (2017) and Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District (2017).
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Performance Dashboard 77

County/System: Columbus Water Works 2011 2017
Primary Water Source: Lake Oliver (Chattahoochee River) Population {US Census) 195,244 193,766
Population served (EPD) 229,000 260,00
Number of active and 74,380 77,075
Inactive service connections
2010 201 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Total annual rainfall {inches) 37.26 39.74 35.21 62.65 52.13 63.1 35.14
Annual monthly average withdrawal [MGD) 34.9 36.1 35 34.3 34.7 34.9 35.8
Monthly peak average withdrawal {MGD) 46.07 {Aug) 44.39 {Aug) 43.59 {Jun) 40.55 {May) | 39.88 {Aug) 43.91 {Jul) 44.59 {Jul)
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Audit validlity score 75 77 77 73 80 85 82
Apprent water losses as % of water supplied 2.3% 2.8% 2.7% 3.5% 2.9% 2.5% 2.4%
Real water losses as % of water supplied 9.5% 8.8% 12.9% 14.4% 14.0% 14.3% 14.6%
Real losses per connecticn per day (gallons per day) 38.7 34.2 47.4 55.8 52.5 57.3 53.2

Residential rate structure

2 Increasing Blocks

First block maximum {monthly gallons)

11,220

Monthly water bill/water & sewer
per 5,000 gallons

$16.98/ $41.90

Conservation signal: water price/

1,000 gallons after 10,000 gallons

$2.24

Residential irrigation rate structure
different from residential?

Neo
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¢

The Georgia General Assembly should empower Georgia’s Regional Water
Councils with statutory implementation authority and financial support.

¢

The District should require completion of Implementation Surveys that
focus on implementation of the Water Stewardship Act.

¢

The District and the State should investigate the effectiveness of tiered
conservation rate structures to determine if they are sending the
appropriate “conservation signal.”

¢

The Georgia Environmental Protection Division and the District should
do more to ensure water providers are in compliance with the Georgia
Water Stewardship Act.

é

The District should clarify the toilet stock in need of replacement and
determine a timeline for natural replacement. And if that fimeline is
lengthy, then the District should determine how to speed the process
along.

¢

The Department of Community Affairs should revise the state plumbing
code without further delay to make sure Georgia remains a leader when
it comes to water conservation and efficiency.
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¢

Water providers should expand commercial water auditing programs,
beginning with high use customers.

é

The District should invest in research, a pilot program, and data
collection {e.g. cooling tower census) to determine what water and
energy savings are possible as a result of new cooling tower operations.

é

The General Assembly should consider offering individual homecowners
tax incentives and rebates to encourage the installation of water efficient
landscaping.

é
The Georgia General Assembly should update the Georgia Water

Stewardship Act to continue building an equitable culture of
conservation.

é

The Georgia Environmental Protection Division should develop and
implement a robust, fransparent, and statewide data collection system to
improve public engagement and water related decision making.
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