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Meeting Summary

Middle Chattahoochee Regional Water Council
Columbus Water Works
April 8,2025

Welcome & Introductions

Mark Masters (GWPPC) welcomed everyone and thanked participants for attending. Mark had
the Council members and observers introduce themselves. He then reviewed the agenda and
objectives for the day’s meeting. He informed the Council on updates occurring to Statewide
Regional Water Planning. He encouraged council members to attend the May 8th regional
water planning webinar on population projections, and he noted that webinar recordings are
posted on-line (QR code in slides). Mark also noted that the council support team will begin
working on implementation assessments, which will inform each council where they currently
are in implementing management practices and information needs. The first step of this
includes a council member survey that will be distributed to members across the state this
coming week. The QR code for the survey is also included in the presentation slides and
members should respond by April 30", Mark said that the next council meeting would be a joint
council meeting in the fall.

Chair’s Report

Chairman Davis thanked the Council members, presenters, and observers for joining us today.
Encouraged members to think of bring forward ideas for meetings and possible new members
to fill vacancies. He noted that a council webinar on PFAS would be interesting. He also
informed the Council that ACF Stakeholders is hosting a drought exercise at the end of month
(3" iteration of this exercise) for those interested. He said it could also be a good topic for a
future meeting.

Data Centers in Georgia

Celine Benoit (Atlanta Regional Commission) made a presentation about data center
development in Georgia. She said that data centers are facilities that engage in storage,
management, processing, or transmission of digital data. Co-locations and hyperscalers are the
two forms of data centers expanding in the state. The rate and capacity that data centers are
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growing in metro Atlanta is rapid. Currently, Atlanta has the most data center capacity under
construction in the US. Most are located in the more southern portions of metro Atlanta.
Proposed centers do not necessarily mean they will be built. Currently, there are about 10
proposed sites across the state.

Discussion Summary

e Demand for electricity is high, and GA Power will have to do a lot to meet demand. They will
try to meet the demands.

e GA Power is receiving many requests.
e Who pays for infrastructure?

Response: It is becoming a more of a topic of conversation that the company coming in
needs to pay for additional infrastructure, but not sure if that’s a trend yet as we are still
in an early stage.

e Arethere any incentives for closed loop cooling systems? They are more expensive and take
up a larger footprint. Preparing for potential drought in long run would be important to
communicate to them.

e Has water become a limiting factor for growth? Data centers are growing, and at this time,
land, water and electricity costs are not prohibitive.

e Do data centers use raw water or always treated municipal supply?
Response: They use treated water.
e Troup County has three proposed data center projects.

EPD Report

Kelli-Ann Schrage (GAEPD) introduced the new manager of Regional Water Planning with
GAEPD, Russell Nix. Russell has recently hired two new staff members, Tim Fields and Parris
Maguire, to support all 10 councils.

Kelli-Ann presented updates from the 2025 Seed Grant Application period, which ended on
October 31, 2024. No applications were received in this region, but the next funding cycle will
be announced in July 2025. GAEPD will be funding 7 out of 9 Seed Grant projects that were
proposed throughout the state. Jennifer also noted that the 319(h) Grant is currently accepting
applications until April 30, 2025. The 319(h) Grant will award funds to eligible projects that
propose to address nonpoint sources of pollution. More information can be found on GAEPD’s
website at https://epd.georgia.gov/outreach/grants/georgia-319h-nonpoint-source-grant.
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GA-FIT Update

Mark Masters (GWPPC) provided a series of updates regarding the GA-FIT program and
discussed recent efforts to improve resiliency and water resources in the region. The project
team and the GA-FIT Advisory Board members have actively been meeting quarterly and
working on the draft Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The team recently submitted the
finalized document for USFWS review. Mark then explained some of the modeling approaches
and results for estimating the take of freshwater mussels covered under the HCP. The HCP aims
to accommodate economic activity by limiting the unintentional take of listed species when it
occurs incidental to permitted water withdrawals, with the issuance of an Incidental Take
Permit held by the State of Georgia. Mark emphasized how much progress the team and
Advisory Board have accomplished, and that it would not be possible without the stakeholders.

Discussion Summary
e Canyou validate the estimated benefit for the species?

Response: There is a long-term monitoring plan, and there will be review by USFWS.
e Are mussels unique to lower flint?

Response: There are some species that are unique to this watershed or region.

West Point Lake Water Quality

Henry Jacobs (Chattahoochee Riverkeeper) made a presentation on water quality in West Point
Lake. He described the sampling program implemented by Chattahoochee Riverkeeper at three
long-term monitoring sites. They monitor these sites once per month from April to October of
each year. In 2023 and 2024, they saw sample results that exceeded standard limits. They have
concern about the potential risk of harmful algal blooms.

He also described the Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s education program. They have taken about
4,000 students per year out on the lake in their floating classroom boat (30,000 students total).

Dr. Liz Booth (GAEPD) commented on GAEPD’s monitoring and shared some results. She said
that the agency does not want to overregulate, but they will be looking at the total nitrogen
limits for this lake and others.

Discussion Summary
e What do you expect the source is from?
Response: Wastewater treatment facilities upstream of the lake and nonpoint sources.

Decommissioning of the Langdale & Riverview Dams

Dawson Ingram (GA Power) made a presentation about the decommissioning of these dams.
He said that they have completed a number of studies for the decommissioning process
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including studies of mussels, shoal bass, and water quality. He said that modeling shows the
adjusted bathymetry and flow benefit of these projects. They plan to build a pavilion and access
to the river at the Langdale location

Discussion Summary
e Are there shoal bass near the impoundments now?

Response: Yes. Opening up the reach will increase the range and create a better
situation for shoal bass from reproductive and biodiversity stance.

Public Comment

No public comments were made.

Next Steps

Mark Masters (GWPPC) noted that members should be encouraged to reach out to the team
with any ideas on future meeting topics for their region as well as the webinars. Council
members should look for emails on Council member surveys and upcoming Joint Council
meetings. Mark emphasized that the Council should invite others who they feel should be
added to the water planning discussion in their region.

Adjourn

Chairman Davis thanked everyone for their attendance and participation.

Council Members Attending April 8, 2025 Meeting

Steve Davis Harry Lange
James Emery Ed Moon
Victoria Barrett Ken Van Horn
Hannah Anderson* Matt Windom*
Gardiner Garrard Dawson Ingram
Other Attendees
Mark Masters (GWPPC) Kelli-Ann Schrage (GAEPD)
Meagan Taylor (GWPPC)* Russell Nix (GAEPD)
Megan Stanley (GWPPC)* Celine Benoit (Atlanta Regional

Commission)



Middle Chattahoochee Regional Water Council
April 8, 2025 Meeting Summary

Elizabeth Booth (GAEPD)* Henry Jacobs (Chattahoochee Riverkeeper)
Parris Maguire (GAEPD) Vanisha Strahota (Chattahoochee

Tim Fields (GAEPD) Riverkeeper)

*By videoconference
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