
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Summary  

Upper Flint Regional Water Council  

Flint Energies, Reynolds, GA 

April 9, 2025 

Welcome & Introductions 

Mark Masters (GWPPC) welcomed everyone and thanked participants for attending. Members 
should also look forward to more Joint Council meetings with neighboring councils this fall. 
Mark had the Council members and observers introduce themselves. He then reviewed the 
agenda and objectives for the day’s meeting. He informed the Council on updates occurring to 
Statewide Regional Water Planning. He encouraged council members to attend the May 8th 
regional water planning webinar on population projections, and he noted that webinar 
recordings are posted on-line (QR code in slides). Mark also noted that the council support 
team will begin working on implementation assessments, which will inform each council where 
they currently are in implementing management practices and information needs. The first step 
of this includes a council member survey that will be distributed to members across the state 
this coming week. The QR code for the survey is also included in the presentation slides and 
members should respond by April 30th. Mark said that the next council meeting would be a joint 
council meeting in the fall. 

Chair’s Report  

Chairman Graft thanked everyone for attending and encouraged good discussions and 
questions. He noted his appreciation for the support staff for bringing relevant information and 
topics to the Council. Lastly, the Chairman offered his condolences towards Buddy Ledger and 
his family, who recently passed away. Buddy served on the Council from 2009-2020. He noted 
that Buddy was instrumental in this Council’s work, and a letter of tribute is en route to his 
family. 

EPD Updates 

Johanna Smith (GAEPD) introduced the new EPD Regional Water Planning support staff 
members, Tim Fields and Parris Maguire. 

Johanna presented updates from the 2025 Seed Grant Application period, which ended on 
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October 31, 2024. One application was received for the Upper Flint Region and it will be 
funded.  The accepted proposal is from UGA and will look at “Water Monitoring and Education 
of Environmental PFAS Exposure in Urban/Agricultural Interfaces.” GAEPD will be funding 7 out 
of 9 Seed Grant projects that were proposed throughout the state. Jennifer also noted that the 
319(h) Grant is currently accepting applications until April 30, 2025. The 319(h) Grant will award 
funds to eligible projects that propose to address nonpoint sources of pollution. More 
information can be found on GAEPD’s website at 
https://epd.georgia.gov/outreach/grants/georgia-319h-nonpoint-source-grant. 

Discussion Summary: 

Question: Is GAEPD experiencing any pauses in federal grants?  

Response: Johanna noted that at this point, no specific funds have paused. 

GA-FIT Report 

Mark Masters (GWPPC) provided a series of updates regarding the GA-FIT program and 
discussed recent efforts to improve resiliency and water resources in the region. The project 
team and the GA-FIT Advisory Board members have actively been meeting quarterly and 
working on the draft Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The team recently submitted the 
finalized document for USFWS review. Mark then explained some of the modeling approaches 
and results for estimating the take of freshwater mussels covered under the HCP. The HCP aims 
to accommodate economic activity by limiting the unintentional take of listed species when it 
occurs incidental to permitted water withdrawals, with the issuance of an Incidental Take 
Permit held by the State of Georgia. Mark emphasized how much progress the team and 
Advisory Board have accomplished, and that it would not be possible without the stakeholders. 

Chairman Graft and Vice Chairman Rogers both serve on the GA-FIT Advisory Board. Chairman 
Graft said that the Advisory Board had 100% consensus.  He said that everyone wins with this 
project, and it is a great program that shows how stakeholders can come together.  Vice 
Chairman Rogers said that it has been an honor to be on the team. He said that this kind of 
work can be exported to other states as an exemplary initiative.   

Discussion Summary 
Question: What is the incentivize to take free well (DroughtSWAP) if the farmer has to maintain 
the well and pay the electric bill? Why wouldn’t a farmer want a non-interruptible permit? 
Response: The participating farms will have some investment in the program. Its small relative 
to an asset for the property, and it’s cheap insurance. It provides more certainty for generations 
to come. They are responsible for the marginal cost of pumping when drought is active. The 
presence of new well guarantees farmer to grow their crop when it gets dry.  

Question: Could we be doing DroughtSWAP for Floridan wells?  

https://epd.georgia.gov/outreach/grants/georgia-319h-nonpoint-source-grant
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Response: Some targeted source switching from Floridan could be of benefit with attention to 
potential impacts to the aquifer used as an alternative source. We would need to proceed 
carefully and use the modeling. Very targeted areas could be of benefit. 

Question: What is the benefit for the Skywater project?  

Response: Skywater is using Floridan. It’s about more than source switching. It is also doing 
conservation.  

Resiliency 

Dr. Lynn Abdouni (UGA Geospatial Analysis and Environmental Design) made a presentation 
about the Georgia Climate Resilience and Adaptation Needs project. She explained that there 
are four main hazards they looked at in Georgia: flood, fire, drought, and wind and ice storms. 
When faced with hazards, resilience is the ability to recover as quickly as possible. Her team 
initiated roundtable discussions in 2023 across the State to learn about needs and gaps for 
resilience planning and recommendations to address.  They found that there is a need for 
coordinated efforts and staff across sectors with resources to help create resilience 
opportunities. They were able to identify various resilience gaps under infrastructure 
vulnerability, lack of governance coordination, funding and capacity issues, and data and public 
awareness gaps. Despite the present gaps, opportunities do exist to improve resiliency such as 
the following: develop a centralized statewide hazard and resilience framework including 
resilience metrics and templates, develop a statewide data repository for up-to-date hazard 
data layers, use innovative methods for preventing/recovering from grid interruptions, and 
develop a more robust statewide water management strategy. Lynn noted that the Council is 
encouraged to reach out to her for follow-up questions or suggestions on their research. 

Discussion Summary 

Question: How did those regional meetings go? Any surprises? 

Answer: We were pleasantly surprised. We heard about a lot of really good examples of real 
efforts that can be scaled regionally.  

Question: Is this chasing a dream or is it feasible?  

Answer: When working with legislature, you have to give yourself several years. Don’t give up if 
you’ve got good stuff going on.  

Data Centers 

Celine Benoit (Atlanta Regional Commission) made a presentation about data center 
development in Georgia. She said that data centers are facilities that engage in storage, 
management, processing, or transmission of digital data. Co-locations and hyperscalers are the 
two forms of data centers expanding in the state. The rate and capacity that data centers are 
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growing in metro Atlanta is rapid. Currently, Atlanta has the most data center capacity under 
construction in the US. Most are located in the more southern portions of metro Atlanta. 
Proposed centers do not necessarily mean they will be built. Currently, there are about 10 
proposed sites across the state.  

Discussion Summary 

Question: How is the Metro District involved when there are proposed data centers? 

Response: The District is not involved with specific proposals.  That is up to the local 
governments. 

Question: Is there any kind of biohazard risk? 

Response: This relates to wastewater treatment. Some data centers have proposed installing 
their own treatment. 

Question: Why are data centers not targeting rural counties? 

Response: Ms. Benoit said that data centers tend to go along existing fiber networks, which are 
more common in metro Atlanta. 

Comment: Closed loop cooling uses less water than open-loop, but it uses more energy. 
Increasing energy use may affect electricity generation, including the possibility of continued 
use of coal plants that are or have been set to close. 

Next Steps 

Mark Masters (GWPPC) noted that members should be encouraged to reach out to the team 
with any ideas on future meeting topics for their region as well as the webinars. Council 
members should look for emails on Council member surveys and upcoming joint council 
meetings. Mark emphasized that the Council should invite others who they feel should be 
added to the water planning discussion in their region.  

Public Comment 

No public comments were made. 

Adjourn 

Chairman Graft thanked the Council for their discussion and participation today and adjourned 
the meeting. 
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Council Members Attending November 13, 2024 Meeting 

Barry Blount* 

Gene Brunson 

Beth English 

Adam Graft 

Jack Holbrook 

Terrell Hudson 

Raines Jordan 

Bob Melvin* 

Gordon Rogers 

Teel Warbington* 

Joel Wood 

*By videoconference 
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