
Coastal Georgia Regional 
Water Planning Council Meeting

June 6, 2023



Meeting 
Agenda



Welcome and 
Introductions



Council Business

▪ Approve Meeting Agenda

▪ Approve Meeting Summary from the November 15, 2022 council meeting



Review Public Comments 
2021-2022 Regional 

Water Plan Update Cycle 

- Review and Discussion Pubic Comments

- Discuss if any edits need to be made to the RWP as a result of 
the public comments received



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

▪ 8 comments were received from the 100-miles organization

▪ Several “State-wide” comments were received that were generally associated 

with all 10 of the regions that GA EPD supports for development and updating 

of the RWPs – EPD has drafted responses to these comments for 

consideration by the councils



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for 

Discussion

▪ Current capacity of I&D 

Plant is 62.5 mgd

▪ Expansion to 75 mgd 

represents a 20% 

increase



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ The updated RWP does note this increase in demand – noted both in the 

Executive Summary and in Section 4

▪ Note discussion on Bryan County Mega site – RWP notes that Mega site will 

require estimated 9.5 mgd

▪ Ask could be made of EPD to update the models with these demands after the 

Mega Site project comes online



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ These appear to be preliminary discussions and the feasibility of moving the 

intake would likely have to be determined ahead of a permit submittal

▪ RWP is designed to focus regionally, not necessarily on a specific permit 

action. If the relocation of the intake were to move forward, it would likely be 

reflected in the next round of updates of the RWP



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ Estimating progress made by conservation can challenging and can vary significantly by utility 

service area and county by county

▪ If we assume that some of the increases in water efficiency could be noted from the recent 

updated gpcd calculations, a range of 10% to 20% could be attributed to implementation of 

conservation management practices (assume from both active and passive conservation)

▪ Industry experts state that conservation can generally range from 5% to 15% in the early 

periods of implementation and grow to as much as 15% to 30% over the long term, especially 

with targeted “active” conservation programs



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ The plan includes 12 Water Conservation Management Practices, with several tiers identified 

and a variety of MPs that are industry or sector focused (municipal, agricultural, industrial)

▪ Perhaps consider encouraging a Seed Grant Applicant to conduct a study, inclusive of a small-

scale demonstration project, that could help inform future updates of the RWP?



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ The plan does make mention of the Bryan County Mega site

▪ Timing of the project and this plan update period, made it difficult to add a lot of specifics into 

this RWP update. The next round of plan update will likely have much more specificity

▪ Georgia EPD - Coastal Stormwater Supplement to the Stormwater Management Manual

▪ The plan does offer water efficiency and water reuse management practices for consideration



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ Any potential wetland impacts would have to be permitted and usually come with significant 

mitigation requirements to offset these impacts

▪ The ask for a comprehensive analysis of warehouses and distribution centers – this could be 

looked into by the technical team

▪ A recent GPA article cited 11 million new square feet of warehouse space. Energy Information 

Administration estimates 3.4 gallons per square foot per year of water use ~ 0.10 mgd



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ Requested an update from EPD on this question



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ This was discussed by the council, including the topic of sea level rise, during the discussion 

related to updating the vision and goals. The council added this edit to the vision and goals 

section of the RWP during this plan update process, 

“Identify opportunities to prepare for and respond to climate variability and extremes as it 

relates to water resources and providing resiliency”.

▪ Discuss with EPD modeling team on how the models could be updated to reflect sea level rise



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ 3 general comments directed to all 10 of the Regions that EPD 

assists with updating the regional water plans (all regions except 

for MNGWPD)

▪ EPD has drafted responses for consideration



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Draft Response Provided by EPD (Jennifer Welte):

Pursuant to Section 14 of the State Water Plan, Council members are appointed by the Governor, Lt. Governor, and 
Speaker of the House and must reside in the counties of each planning region.  The appointing officials may “consider 
pre-qualified nominees for appointment, as well as such other individuals as they may choose.”  EPD is open to receiving 
any nominees that the Odum School of Ecology or others may recommend for appointment to the Regional Water 
Planning Councils.  Those nominations can be sent to me, and they can then be included in any future recommendations 
shared with the appointing officials.



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Draft Response Provided by EPD (Jennifer Welte):

Regarding your comments on water quality and monitoring of waters of the State, the plans do address the current 
water quality conditions in Section 3, including consideration of the Georgia’s Integrated 305(b)/303(d) Report. During 
the planning process, the councils consider the most current water quality data that has been collected by Georgia EPD 
and other entities. The information that Councils receive is also available on EPD’s database website 
https://gomaspublic.gaepd.org/ and through USGS gage records. 

https://gomaspublic.gaepd.org/


Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Draft Response Provided by EPD (Jennifer Welte):

The Council’s Plans have and continue to stress the need for continuous monitoring, as well as the collection of 
additional data.  Additionally, the Councils also consider surface water quality and quality modeling (resource 
assessment) results that analyze water quality parameters that correlate with the state’s water quality standards.  
Importantly, these models analyze both current conditions (including model calibration) as well as future conditions 
based on water demands and returns that are projected 40 years into the future . These models analyze a variety of 
water quality conditions, including both dry/drought and wet/stormwater-driven conditions, and can continue to be 
utilized in future planning cycles to analyze extreme weather events (e.g., long-term drought).



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Follow-up Notes for Discussion

▪ 4 general comments directed to all 10 of the Regions that 

EPD assists with updating the regional water plans (all 

regions except for MNGWPD)

▪ EPD has drafted responses for consideration



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

Draft Response Provided by EPD (Jennifer Welte):

In general, your comments address items that the Councils would benefit from learning more about directly from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  In particular, more 
detailed information about how the Endangered Species Act, Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, and Georgia Natural Heritage Program intersect with the 
management of water resources in the planning regions would be helpful to the Councils.  More detailed information will also enable to Councils to more fully consider 
how the Plans can reference and address the various species and habitats that your comments identify (including those that are terrestrial).  Several of the Plans 
address the State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP), but the Councils would also benefit from learning how they can more thoroughly and uniformly address the high priority 
items in the SWAP.  Those Plans that reference the SWAP have already benefited from participation and information provided by representatives of the Georgia Wildlife 
Resources Division.  
Based on your comments, we would like to invite you or other U.S. FWS staff to attend, and possibly present it to the Regional Water Planning Councils during their 
future meetings so that they can more fully consider this information in the next planning cycle.  Each Council meeting also includes time for public comments. 



Georgia Southern University 
Seed Grant Update/Demo



Lunch Break



Bryan County
Mega Site Update 



Overview of Regional Water 
Plan Update Process and 
Schedule Moving Forward



Path Forward: Information Flow/Products

Are goals met and 

gaps addressed?

Management practices 

to adjust demand and 

resource capacity

Recommended 

Regional Water Plan

Gap Analysis

KEY
Council Led Products

Information Provided by GAEPD

Joint GAEPD-Council Evaluation

Vision & Goals

Resource

Assessments

Forecasts of 

Demand

Target date to 

submit final updated 

RWP is Friday June 

23rd 2023



Public Comments



Next Steps



Thank You

BENJY THOMPSON Council Chair for:

Chief Executive Officer Coastal Georgia

Development Authority of benjy.thompson@advantagebulloch.com

Bulloch County (912) 489-9115

SHAYNE WOOD Council Lead for:

CDM Smith Coastal Georgia

woodsh@cdmsmith.com

(904) 527-6703

REID JACKSON
Ambient Monitoring Unit Manager – South

Watershed Protection Branch

Georgia Environmental Protection Division

Liaison for:

Coastal Georgia

Reid.jackson@dnr.ga.gov

(912) 262-3001

mailto:benjy.thompson@advantagebulloch.com
mailto:woodsh@cdmsmith.com
mailto:Christine.Voudy@dnr.ga.gov
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Bullpen Slides if Backup 

Context is Needed



Review and Discussion of Public Comments



Review and Discussion of Public Comments



Review and Discussion of Public Comments

https://www.eia.gov/consumption/commercial/reports/2012/water/

https://www.eia.gov/consumption/commercial/reports/2012/water/

