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Topics for Today's Meeting

Council business

‘ Lunch with special
Updates from presentation

GWPPC and GA EPD

‘ Council Priorities Discussion
Septic management

‘ Public comment. Closing
ST remarks ‘j
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Objectives:

1. Learn from experts about septic and septage management issues.
2. Provide input to water policy discussions in Georgia.
3. Discuss Council priorities leading into the next Plan update.

9:30am  Registration

10:00am Welcome, Introductions, and Council Business — Chairman Brooke Anderson
10:15am Updates from GWPPC — Sarah Skinner, GWPPC

10:30am Updates from GA EPD — Christine Voudy, GA EPD

10:45am Panel: Challenges and Opportunities with Septic Management, Hauling, and Receiving
11:45am Break

12:00 pm Lunch with Special Presentation — Courtney Cooper and Jackson Beck, Berry College
12:30 pm Council Priorities Discussion — Sarah Skinner, GWPPC

1:50 pm  Public Comment. Closing Remarks. — Chairman Brooke Anderson

2:00 pm Adjourn
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Approval of Minutes

- November 12, 2025 Coosa-North Georgia meeting minutes
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Webinars

https://waterplanning.georgia.gov/water-planning/council-webinar-series

February 10, 2026: Georgia Stormwater Topics, Tools, and Tips

The webinar was held on February 10, 2026 and the topic was on Georgia Stormwater Topics, Tools, and
Tips. The presenters included: Katherine Atteberry, Stormwater Planning Manager, Metropolitan North
GA Water Planning District and Caroline Smith, Director of Stormwater Engineering and Programming,

Georgia Association of Water Professionals. ﬁili_j View the presentation slides for the webinar Ei'i_j here .

~»

Share

Rianeig Saupetyfshinar feR13; aprips
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Implementation Assessment

10 Regional Water Planning Councils

Objectives

Provide Councils, EPD, and other stakeholders with information on:

« Water-related projects in their regions that support implementation of their
management practices

Progress in implementing and supporting the regional water planning process
* Implementation highlights

» Council priorities for the next plan update

GEORGIA
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EPD GEFA Water Users

* [ssues permits Awards priority points for  « Find guidance for
consistent with funding to projects that sustainable water and
regional water plans address management wastewater practices

» Awards regional practices in regional water | jontify areas with
water planning seed plans potential shortfalls in
grants to support plan Includes participation in water availability for use
Implementation regional water planningas  in their long-term

a criteria for Water First planning

= GEORGIA

designation
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Overview

* Introduction
 Water Related Projects

D Coosas * Implementation Highlight
North Georgia * Updates to Water Resource
Implementation Assessment
A t -

SRESSIET » Looking Ahead for Coosa-North
GeorgaWte lanring Georgia Regional Water Planning
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Project Funding Sources

Georgia Environmental Finance Authority: Clean Water State Revolving Fund, Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund, Appalachian Regional Commission, Lead Service Line Replacement Program,
Emerging Contaminants

Georgia Environmental Protection Division: Section 319(h) Nonpoint Source grants, Regional Water
Plan seed grants

Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget: American Rescue Plan Act awards

Department of Community Affairs: Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)

Georgia Department of Natural Resources: Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program

Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA): Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP),

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)

GEORGIA
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Summary of Projects in the Region
Management Practices

* Water Conservation

 Water Supply

 Wastewater and Water Quality
* Administrative

Example: Drinking Water State Revolving Fund

Fiscal i . i Total Assistance
Community/Utility County Action Plan Element
Year Agreement
2024 |City of Chattooga | Installing a new well and related appurtenances Water Supply $2,000,000
Summerville WS-1

WS-1: Identify / Evaluate Additional Water Supply Sources:
» Consider investigating groundwater sources

GEORGIA
WATER PLANNING
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Implementation Highlight: Reservoir expansion supports
water supply resilience in North Georgia: decades in the making

| The process to plan and build Russell
Creek Reservoir started in 2005 and
broke ground in 2025. This 20-year
effort to expand water storage in
Dawson County was led by the
Etowah Water and Sewer Authority
and made possible by committed
partners like USDA’s Natural
Resource Conservation Service and
others.

Artist rendering of Russell Creek Reservoir design. Credit: Etowah
Water and Sewer Authority

With expected growth in parts of North Georgia, the Coosa-North Georga
Regional Water Plan identifies the need for identify additional water supply
sources (WS-1). In addition, water utilities like the Etowah Water and Sewer
Authority, are motivated to invest in long-term planning for drought to support
water security when supply is most limited.

-

The projectis a pumped storage
reservoir located on Russell Creek,
southeast of Dawsonville, that will
use water from the Etowah River.
The reservoir construction includes
replacing an existing dam and _ o
designing a new dam that will Sl GAANENT
expand storage to 1.3 billion gallons :
of water?, more than 8 times the

current storage volume. Map of Russell Creek Reservoir and pump station from the
Etowah River. Image Credit: NRCS website’
Investing in water supply directly support the Goals of the Coosa-North Georgia

Council: “Plan[ing] for appropriate levels of water storage, water sources, and
long-term supply to meet anticipated need for local communities [and]
ensure[ing] that management practices support economic development and
optimize existing water and wastewater infrastructure.”

1. hitps://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/watershed-protection-and-flood-prevention-operations-
program/news/russell
2. https://smokesignalsnews.com/news/groundbreaking-for-russell-creek-water-reservoir-to-help-assure-water-

GEORGIA supply/article foff899f-6820-469b-b7f9-caddd98c0c58.html
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Looking Ahead for Coosa-North Georgia
Regional Water Planning

Will be updated based on the activity later in the meeting




Potential uses of the implementation assessments during the next
planning cycle:

 Are there projects on the ground that could inspire new
management practice(s)?

* Are there management practices in the regional water plan that
are high priority to the Council and not yet addressed on the
ground? If so, do you think there are barriers to implementation
that we should discuss or use to update the management
practice(s)?

* Do you have priorities that are not reflected in implementation or

In the region water plan that we should discuss during the plan
update?
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Thank you to reviewers!

Brooke Anderson, Chair

Brandon Whitley, Council Member
Keith Coffey, Council Member
Alex Sullivan, Council Member
Gary McVey, Council Member
Christine Voudy, EPD liaison
Sarah Skinner, GWPPC




Laura Rack
Georgia Water Planning and Policy Center

lIrack@hZ2opolicycenter.org
225-223-9593

& Albany State
Wadter - Unieriiyee

Georgia Water Planning & Policy Center
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION

Coosa-North Georgia Council Meeting
March 10, 2026

EPD Updates

Christine Voudy |
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== RWP SEED GRANT PROGRAM

« Seed Grant submittals closed October
31, 2025.

e Seed Grant awards are under final
review and approval.

1 Submittal for the Coosa-North GA
region




== RWP SEED GRANT PROGRAM

Seed Grant submission that includes the Coosa-
North GA region:

“Assess Improvements in Water Quality in Lake
Allatoona, Weiss Lake, and Carters Lake”

Applicant: Northwest Georgia Regional Commission

Goal: The purpose of the project is to assess
improvements in water quality in Lake Allatoona, Weiss
Lake, and Carters Lake since the early 2000s when the
TMDLs were developed. The project will involve three
tasks: #1- Data Collection, #2- Land Cover Analysis and
BMP Inventory, and #3 Water Quality Trend

Assessment.




STATE WATER COUNCIL UPDATE

« State Water Council met on December 9, 2025, and approved changes
as proposed in September 2025.

e Section 14 major changes:
Council composition reduced from 30 to 15.
Council term will increase from 3 years to 6 years.
Provides dedicated appointments for representatives from the water
and wastewater demand forecast sectors.
 Next Steps:
Submittal to General Assembly for approval.
Passed the House and currently with Senate
Effective upon signature by Governor.
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Panelist Contact Information

Gary McVey Jon Terry

Ellijay-Gilmer County Water & Georgia Department of
Sewerage Authority Public Health, District 2
egcwsadir@egcwsa.com jonathan.terry@dph.ga.gov
Keith Higgs Brent Barclay

Eco-Tech Chastain Grading Plus

khigas @eco-tech.net chastaingradingplus@gmail.com
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Are You a Water Professional in Georgia?

Help Shape How Water Policy 1s Understood.

We invite water professionals to participate in a brief, confidential
research interview (15-20 minutes).

Jack Beck
Student Researcher

jackson.beck@vikings.berry.edu

Courtney Cooper, Ph.D.
Faculty Researcher

BERRY

ccooper@berry.edu Scan to express interest. COLLEGE
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Outlines strategies to meet water needs
in the region through 2060

e Addresses major water use
COOSA-NORTH GEORGIA

Includes resources assessment

Forecasts future water resources needs

Municipal, industrial, agricultural, and
energy

Forecasts total water demand and
wastewater flows

Encourages 20 management practices

https://waterplanning.georgia.gov/coosa-north-georgia-regional-water-plagss
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Groundwater is limited; 91% of water supply needs are met with
surface water sources.

Regional topography makes it challenging to cost-effectively share
water supply resources and infrastructure.

Water quality concerns in Lake Allatoona, Carters Lake, and Lake
Lanier targeted with TMDL Standards.

Water Supply and Wastewater Treatment Management Practices
iInclude a focus on emerging contaminants, including PFAS/PFOA
monitoring in the Region.
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Primary Needs from the Resource

Assessment

‘ GEORGIA
{ WATER PLANNING

Figure 3-1: 2015 Water Supply by

Source Type ?

Groundwater

Surface
Water
376 MGD

91%

Total =413 MGD

Figure 3-3: 2015 Groundwater

Withdrawal by Category ?

Agricultural
4 MGD
10%

Industrial
& MGD
17%

Total =37 MGD

—  3/MGD
9%

“— Municipal
27 MGD

73%

Figure 3-2: 2015 Surface Water
Withdrawal by Category 2

Municipal

Thermoelectric 73MGD
211 MGD 19%
56%
Industrial
‘ 29 MIGD

8%

Agricultural
63 MGD
17%

Total = 376 MGD

Figure 3-4: 2015 Wastewater Treatment
by Category ¢

Septic System Land Application System
32.6 MGD 12.7MGD
4% 1%

Centralized
Point
Source

- 834.0MGD
Total ~ 879 MGD 050




Total water demand for municipal, industrial, agriculture, and energy use is
expected to grow from 170 MGD in 2020 to 186 MGD in 2060.

Municipal use is forecast to make up the largest portion of future water

consumption. Ag and energy water consumption expected to remain the
same; industrial will increase steadily.

Wastewater flows are expected to increase from 117 MGD in 2020 to 132
MGD in 2060.

Wastewater flows treated through septic “holds constant.”
Plan assumes no expanded capacity in LAS facilities.

GEORGIA
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BEAM Model indicates:

Adequate yield in groundwater aquifers

A potential “water supply challenge” (water withdrawal was less than the 2060 demand) was
observed at 14 facilities in 13 counties for at least one day.

Generally, current permitted assimilative capacity in major tributaries in the region remains
moderate to very good.

Future nutrient loadings will need to be reduced from point and nonpoint sources to meet existing
standards.

Most counties exhibit sufficient permitted water withdrawal capacity for 2060 demand.

Most counties exhibit a potential shortage in permitted municipal wastewater capacity available to £
treat 2060 flows.
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Answer the questions on your sheet individually. (longer answer)
Answer the prompts at the back of the room. (short answer)

GEORGIA
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Looking back over the past 10-15 years, what changes have you
observed in how this region manages water supply, stormwater, and
resilience — and what lessons should we carry forward into the next

planning cycle?

When you think about the Coosa-North Georgia region 20 years from
now, what does “success” look like for our water resources?

What water-related issues do you think will most influence the
region’s ability to grow and thrive over the next five to ten years?
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Table Discussion

- Assign a speaker to report out
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Facilitated Group Discussion
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Thank You

Coosa-North Georgia

ey &=
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REGIONAL @ v oss
WATER PLAN WATER WASTEWATER STORMWATER

hitps://waterplanning.georgia.gov/ y
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