
www.georgiawaterplanning.org

Middle Ocmulgee Regional Water 
Planning Council Meeting
November 13, 2017



Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

• Welcome
• Introductions

– New EPD Liaison, Veronica Craw
• Overview

– Approve Meeting Agenda
– Approve Meeting Summary from June 2017 

Council Meeting
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting
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Approve Previous Meeting Summary

Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

4



Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

Council Outreach Materials & 
Implementation Efforts

• Fact Sheets, PowerPoint Presentation
• Survey of Council members and 

Council Chairs
• Next steps for Councils
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

Council Outreach: Fact Sheet
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

Council Outreach: PowerPoint Presentation
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

Improving the Planning Process
• Survey distributed to Council 

members
• Interviews with Chairs
• Will be incorporated into 

recommendations to EPD on 
improvements to the planning 
process
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

Council Outreach: Next Steps
• Review outreach materials

• Individual Council Member outreach
−With Jacobs assistance, identify and capitalize 

on outreach opportunities to build further 
support for plan implementation

−Meet with decision makers and stakeholders, 
including civic leaders, industry leaders, 
chambers of commerce, professional 
organizations, and nonprofits
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

Council Outreach: Next Steps
• Outreach by entire Council

−Bring implementing actors from the Region to 
speak about ongoing or anticipated projects 
at future Council meetings

−Host a Regional Water Planning Council forum 
with invited members from the Region to 
provide information and outreach on the 
Council’s Plan and to identify implementation 
opportunities
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

Alternative Flow Regimes Pilot Study
• Introduction & Overview

−Gail Cowie (EPD) & Wei Zeng (EPD)

• Review of Selected Projects from 
Ocmulgee Basin & Elsewhere
−Dr. Bill Tollner (UGA)
−Dr. Ken Watson (ARCADIS)
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

MOC Pilot Flow Regime Study
Council Discussion
– Review Vision & Goals
– Identify flow-related services, benefits, and 

values within Middle Ocmulgee Basin
– Current versus Future
– Identify council members and other stakeholders 

to continue the discussion 
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Lunch

12:00 PM – 12:30 PM

Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting
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Middle Ocmulgee Adopted Vision (emphasis added)
as adopted by the Council (9/10/09)

The Middle Ocmulgee Water Council will work so that our water 
resources, both surface and subsurface, is of exceptional quality and 
quantity for the well being and prosperity of all that will follow.  Our 
plan will consider the resource’s natural integrity, wise conservation, 
and prudent management for continuing economic development 
and enhanced quality of life for all the region’s citizens.

Source: http://www.ohtmacon.com/

Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting
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Middle Ocmulgee Adopted Goals (emphasis added)
as adopted by the Council (9/22/10)

1. Maximize existing water supply sources to the extent practicable.
2. Support the protection of natural stream integrity and the 

recreation it provides. 
3. Promote sufficient water supply for the region. 
4. Promote efficient use of water. 
5. Promote properly managed wastewater discharges and beneficial 

reuse. 
6. Support the reduction of non-point source pollution by advocating 

better land management practices. 
7. Support planning and management of water resources to 

maintain a healthy economy, ensure a high quality of life, and 
protect our natural resources. 

Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting
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MOC Pilot Flow Regime Study Discussion
• Reflect on the Council’s Vision & Goals

• What are the services, benefits, and 
values for which the Middle Ocmulgee 
Basin should be managed?

• Think about both short-term and long-
term needs

• Which needs are flow-dependent?

Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting
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MOC Pilot Flow Regime Study Discussion
• Identify Council Members interested in 

continued participation

• Identify stakeholders beyond the Council 
whose input would be valuable

• Next Steps? 

Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting
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Grant Projects: Status Updates & 
Upcoming Seed Grants 
― Veronica Craw (EPD)

• Previously Awarded Seed Grants, Section 
319(h) Grant

• Upcoming (FY2018) Seed Grant Opportunities

Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

FY2018 Seed Grants: Application period is open!
• $300,000 in total funding available
• Pre-application meetings with EPD by Dec. 8
• Applications due by Dec. 29
• Projects must implement management 

practices or other recommendations from 
Regional Water Plans and be endorsed by the 
relevant Council(s)

• Discuss potential projects in the region 
– Possible applicants?
– Possible projects?
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Middle Ocmulgee Council 11/13/17 Meeting

• Wrap Up

• Next  Council Meeting
– Topics?
– Speakers?
– Held as regional forum?
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www.georgiawaterplanning.org

Public Comment Period
• Please limit comments to 3 minutes total
• Council encourages written submission of 

comments as well



Thank You!
Questions? Comments? Need 

More Information? 
Laura.Hartt@jacobs.com

Michelle.Vincent@jacobs.com
Veronica.Craw@dnr.ga.gov
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