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Welcome & Introductions
Chairman Tony Rojas



Council Business
Chairman Tony Rojas



Council Business

Approve meeting summary from October 8, 2025 Council Meeting

Approve today’s meeting agenda (one speaker added)



Council
Meeting
Agenda



Updates from GWPPC
Sarah Skinner, Laura Rack, & 
Caitlin Sweeney



Regional Water Planning Webinars
Recent Webinars

March 30th Data Center Development from a Water Perspective
Feb 10th Stormwater Topics, Tools, and Tips
Dec 11th Challenges & Opportunities with Septic Management

Link to Regional Water 
Planning Webinar 

Recordings



Caitlin Sweeney, GWPPC
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Implementation Highlight: Newton 
County Water Resources, the City of 
Covington, and Newton County 
Water and Sewerage Authority are 
coordinating on a proactive plan to 
manage shared water resources
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Caitlin Sweeney
csweeney@h2opolicycenter.org

Georgia Water Planning & Policy Center
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Updates from 
GA EPD
Sean Earley



Sean Earley

Middle Ocmulgee Council Meeting
May 14, 2026
EPD Updates



DROUGHT RESPONSE LEVEL 1 DECLARATION



RWP SEED GRANT PROGRAM

• SSeedd Grantt submittalss closedd Octoberr 31,, 
2025.

• Seedd Grantt awardss weree approved,, andd 
applicantss havee beenn notified.

• Contractss aree inn progresss forr FY20266 
execution.

• FY20277 Seedd Grantt opportunitiess shouldd 
bee announcedd inn Julyy 2026.

• 11 Seedd Grantt awardedd thatt includee thee 
Middlee Ocmulgeee region.



RWP SEED GRANT PROGRAM

SSeedd Grantt awardd thatt includess thee Middlee 
Ocmulgeee region:

Applicant:: UGA River Basin Center
Projectt Title:: “Advancingg Instreamm Floww Evaluationn 

inn Waterr Planning”

Goal: Advance the assessment of instream flows 
for the Upper Flint, Middle Ocmulgee and 
Upper Oconee Regional Water Councils using 
instream flow studies beyond the 7Q10 in the 
Regional Water Planning Process.



STATE WATER COUNCIL UPDATE

• State Water Council met on December 9, 2025, and approved changes as proposed in 
September 2025.

• Section 14 major changes:
• Council composition reduced from 30 to 15
• Council term will increase from 3 years to 6 years
• Provides dedicated appointments for representatives from the water and wastewater 

demand forecast sectors

• Completion steps for resolution:
Submitted to the Georgia General Assembly
Passed in the House
Passed in the Senate
Effective upon signature by Governor (signed May 5, 2026)

Next Steps toward Council appointments:
Nomination process finalized (June 2026)
Receive nominations 
Review and send nominations to appointers (this Fall)
All appointments completed (end of 2026)

• more information, please visit the Water Planning website.



Data Centers, DRIs, and 
Development
Greg Boike, 
Middle Georgia Regional Commission
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Georgia Forestry Association 
2026 Advocacy Issues
Jake Matthews



Water Planning for Data 
Centers: A Utility Perspective
Brian Keel, 
Douglasville-Douglas County WSA



Middle Ocmulgee Water Planning Council
May 14, 2026

Water Planning for Data Centers:
A Utility Perspective

Douglasvillele-e-Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority

Brian Keel, PE, CFM

Deputy Director of Engineering 

Doug



Water Planning: 
Projections
u Atlanta Regional Commission, Atlanta Regional Commission, 

GA Environmental Protection GA Environmental Protection 
Division, and community data

u Population

u Business and employment

u Geographic distribution

Water is a finite resource!

We can’t make more of it; we We can t make more of it; we 
have to manage what we have.



Water Planning for Development
u Developer submits water and sewer needs

u Check WTP and WWTP capacity

u Check needs with Water System Master Plan (longnng-Check needs with Water System e MM
term plan for future allocations)

u With data centers, peak day demand can vary With data centers, peak day demae anndd can vary y 
significantly from average day or annual total

u If over the planned allocation:

uu Availability is limited to longng-g--term plan u Availability iA
allocation 

OR 

uu Alternate source(s) developed at developer’s u AlternA
cost

u Check water and sewer line capacity

u Developer expands/extends infrastructure at its Develo
cost

u Development Agreement for complicated cases



Source: Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District

u Around 16 data centers in Douglas County (?)

u We may not know all of them; not all are big water We may
users

u Depends on cooling technology and water/energy Depend
nexus

u Of our 1616-6-ish data centers:

uu 1 has special water supply agreement we’ll u 1 has special w
discuss later

uu 3 are same operator/tenant; recently finalized u 3 are same operator
similar agreement

uu The rest fit within our water supply plan

u Most data centers in Douglas County don’t use a Most data centers in Douglas Countty don tnon t t use a 
significant amount of water compared to other significant amount of water compaared tooare to oo other
development types considering the land area they developm
occupy

u Those that do, we treat like any other large water Those that do, we treat like anyea ny y other large g waater 
user (e.g., manufacturing, food processing, etc.)

A d 16 d t t i D l CC t (?)

Data Centers in Douglas County



Water Planning: 
Large Users

u Is it something the community Is it some
wants?

u Who answers that question?

u If a development exceeds planned If a development exceeds planned 
allocation, saying “yes” could mean allocation
a trade

ation
dede-

, santion
ee--off:

u 5050-0-year water supply y 11 years

u 7,000 homes s 0 homes

u If the community wants it:
u Minimize water needs

u Match best resource to the need

u BalanceBalanceee resources with benefits



Sweetwater Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant



Thank you!

Questions?

Brian Keel
770-920-3837

bkeel@ddcwsa.com 



Data Center Discussion
Sean Earley



• Regional Commission notifies GWPPC or GA EPD.
• Metro Water District and ARC have established channels of 

coordination on DRIs.
• Upper Flint Council created a data center committee in October 

2025 before DCA rule change.
• Suwannee-Satilla held vote at last meeting to create a boiler plate 

response that can be updated. Council Chair and GWPPC will work 
together.
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“The water resources of the metro Atlanta region are critically important to the region’s economic 
vitality and quality of life.  

The region lies in the headwaters of six major river basins, where  natural surface water sources are 
small relative to other major  metropolitan areas and in need of a high level of protection. 

The firm yield of water supply sources available to individual  jurisdictions also varies, and some 
jurisdictions have larger available supplies than others. 

ARC recommends a careful examination by the Water Provider of its capacity to meet peak-day 
demands for this project, in addition to other current and projected future peak-day demands.

ARC also recommends that the Water Provider require the installation of advanced “waterless” 
cooling technologies or “near waterless” technology to reduce the burden on the drinking water 
supplies and increase the resiliency for both the project and the potable water system.”
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The water resources in the Upper Flint region are vital to people, agriculture, wildlife, recreation, and the economy. They are also 
limited, particularly above the fall line where current permits are either near or slightly exceed sustainable and resilient levels.

During periods of drought, reduced surface water flows negatively impact the region. Water availability from aquifers varies 
throughout the region, with more available below the fall line than above.

The Upper Flint Water Council recommends new data centers source groundwater from aquifers which have adequate recharge 
capabilities and won't impact current or future estimated withdrawals. Generally this means that siting data centers in the Piedmont 
portion of the watershed should be discouraged.

"Closed loop" cooling technology should be implemented in future data center permitting. We recognize that while using this water-
efficient technology will conserve local resources it does put a disproportionate water-use impact on neighboring rivers due to 
massive electric power-supply demands, increasing the water demands for power generation outside of the upper Flint. For this and 
many other reasons data-center siting should be analyzed and mediated or regulated regionally and statewide, not just on a Council-
area basis.

DRI data needs for adequate analysis are: cooling-technology type; average and maximum daily water usage (volume); wastewater-
discharge volumes and composition (pollutants); water source; receiving water for wastewater (including for closed-loop system-
maintenance water); containment specifications for onsite fuel and chemical storage; receiving water for stormwater runoff; site
location; site acreage; acreage of impervious surfaces; power needs; power sources; emergency/alternative water and power 
sources.
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The Suwannee-Satilla Regional Water Council (Council) encourages the management and development of 
water resources to sustainably and reliably meet domestic, commercial, industrial, and agricultural water needs 
while ensuring suitable water quality and protecting environmental resources. The surface water resources in 
the Suwannee-Satilla along with the productive Floridan Aquifer are vital to people, agriculture, wildlife, 
recreation, and the economy. 

Regarding Project Arrowhead (DRI Project ID # 4689), the Council recognizes that local trade-offs for data 
center development exist and has identified the following data needs in order to complete an adequate 
analysis of impact: cooling-technology type; water use (average and maximum daily water usage); water 
quality (wastewater composition and receiving body), stormwater management, containment specifications for 
onsite fuel and chemical storage, and impacts to communities and the environment (site location and acreage). 
Specific to cooling technology, the Council recommends the adoption of advanced low-water or water-free 
cooling systems that align with regional drought and water-scarcity planning.

On behalf of the entire Council membership, we appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed 
project and encourage a comprehensive assessment of potential impacts. Our Council remains committed to 
the sound management of our region’s water resources and stand ready to assist should this project move 
forward.
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Discuss Middle Ocmulgee Council Next 
Steps 
• Process on moving forward
• Recommend that GWPPC can create draft language for review by 

Council

69



Lunch





Council Priorities 
Discussion
Sarah Skinner 



Overview of the Middle Ocmulgee Plan

6

• Outlines strategies to meet water needs 
in the region through 2060

• Addresses major water use
• Includes resources assessment
• Forecasts future water resources needs

• Municipal, industrial, agricultural, and 
energy

• Forecasts total water demand and 
wastewater flows

• Encourages 22 management practices



Steps in the Development of the 
Regional Water Plan

Are Goals and Water Needs 
Met?

KEY
Council Led Products
Information Provided by GAEPD

Water Resource
Assessments

Forecasts

Recommended 
Regional Water 
Plan

Council Vision 
and Goals

Management Practices to 
adjust demand and 
resource capacity
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Council Priorities Activities

• Answer the questions on your sheet individually. (longer answer)
• Answer the prompts at the back of the room. (short answer)
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Council Priorities Activities

• Looking back over the past 10-15 years, what changes have you 
observed in how this region manages water supply, stormwater, and 
resilience – and what lessons should we carry forward into the next 
planning cycle?

• When you think about the Middle Ocmulgee region 20 years from 
now, what does “success” look like for our water resources?

• What water-related issues do you think will most influence the 
region’s ability to grow and thrive over the next five to ten years?
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Public Comments and 
Closing Remarks
Chair Tony Rojas



Adjourn


