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Council Business



Council Business

▪ Welcome and Introductions 

▪ Approve meeting summary from March 14, 2023, Council Meeting

▪ Approve meeting agenda
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Discuss Public Review Comments 

Received on the Draft Updated 

Regional Water Plan



Summary of Public Review Comments
▪ 15 total comments received from three organizations

▪ Southern Georgia Regional Commission

▪ St. Marys River Management Committee

▪ Wwals Watershed Coalition 

▪ Comments were in ES, Section 2, Section 4 and Section 7

▪ Screened for “Plug and Play” (P&P), “Needs Discussion” (ND) or No Change (NC)

▪ For example, of a P&P, one comment was to correct a typo in the ES where we had “27” 

should be “27%” – ones like these we will fix

▪ We will review the “ND” comments with you later in today’s agenda

▪ There were 3 other general comments from a UGA professor that were general in 

nature and related to all 10 RWPs across Georgia. EPD is working on draft response to 

these comments but no changes are anticipated to the RWPs as a result of these 

comments.
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Update Presentation from U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers on Lake Beatrice 

Seed Grant Project
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Presentation from Suwannee River 

Water Management District on 

technical work related to MFLs



www.georgiawaterplanning.org

Lunch
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Seed Grant Updates



Seed Grant Updates

▪ Notes for up-coming grant cycle:

▪ Discuss gameplan for future Seed Grant Projects and the Application Process

▪ Grant awards are limited to $75,000 and the project period is limited to thirty (30) months 

in duration. 

▪ Applicants must attend a pre-application meeting with EPD by October 15th each year and 

applications must be e-mailed by October each year.

▪ Contact Joyce McClain, (470) 251-2761, joyce.mcclain@dnr.ga.gov

▪ Others or New Grant Ideas?

mailto:joyce.mcclain@dnr.ga.gov
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Updates from EPD
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Review and Discussion of Regional 

Water Plan Updating Process and 

Schedule to Finalize Updated Plan 
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Discussion/Next Steps



P&P



P&P



ND



P&P
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ND



P&P

ND

ND

Was not necessarily intended to infer they follow each other exactly – it’s a factual statement that 

population projections do tie to water and wastewater demands – doesn’t mean they are tied by 

a 1:1 or linear relationship – tied is used to note there is a correlation
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NC



ND or NC?

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required – typically, consistent with most of 

the other regional water plans across the State of Georgia, the description 

of the surface water bodies have been at the watershed or river basin 

level e.g, Suwannee River, Satilla River, St. Marys River, Altamaha River, 

Savannah River, etc.



ND/NC

ND or NC?

Discuss w/ Council

Based on links provided by WWALS Watershed Coalition, Inc. (WWALS) the following entities have passed 

resolutions against the proposed Twin Pines Minerals (TPM) titanium dioxide mine that in under permit 

consideration near the Okefenokee Swamp:

• City of Homeland

• City of Kingsland

• City of St Marys

• City of Waycross

• City of Valdosta

• Ware County

WWALS asked that the SS Water Council consider passing a similar resolution.
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ND or NC?

Discuss w/ Council

A few items for discussion:

• Current permit application does not anticipate any impacts to surface water

• TPM’s permit request is for one groundwater well that would pull from the Floridan aquifer

• The mining pit would have dewatering needs which would essentially be a surficial aquifer withdrawal

• TPM does propose in their permit application the need for a surface water pond management system to 

allow for storage – would be designed for self containment therefore no off-site discharge

Notes on Regional Water Planning Perspective:

• Regional water plan is updated every 5-years

• Industrial forecast was completed for this region, which included experts from across the state. Mining was 

looked at as a specific sector.

• For the most part, industrial sectors forecast very little to no growth in demands for water

• If the TPM permit were to be approved, it would be included in the next 5-year plan update

ND/NC



ND or NC?

Discuss w/ Council (Remove this assertion?)

Screened for No Change (NC) required – The statement referenced in this 

comment is generic and factual - no need to update the RWP. This was 

based on feedback from representatives in the Industrial Demand Forecast 

work group that comprised of Industry Experts in mining.



ND or NC?

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required – EPD leads efforts related to 

technical support in the form of modeling. EPD has demonstrated a 

continued effort to improve the methodologies and models used to support 

the technical work related to the water resource assessments. We can share 

with them the request to potentially use integrated surface water/groundwater 

models where applicable.

Related to the portion of this comment that notes the TPM permit. The permit 

is under review by EPD.



ND or NC?

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required – The TPM permit is under 

consideration by EPD.



NC

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required – This was discussed previously as 

part of comment # 9. No change to Regional Water Plan required as related 

to this comment.



NC

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required – This RWP does consider mining 

demands. There is not a current permit under review related to a Phosphate 

mine in the SS Region of Georgia. We can share this comment with EDP for 

consideration of a future modeling scenario.
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Public Comments/Local Elected 

Official Comments



Thank You!
Questions? Comments? 

Need More Information? 

woodsh@cdmsmith.com

cliff.lewis@dnr.ga.gov

mailto:Honourdm@cdmsmith.com
mailto:cliff.lewis@dnr.ga.gov



