—
- Suwannee-SatlictReqivnaiNVater:
- mbiziniclinie) Cotiricil Wisetinle)

GEORGIA
WATER PLANNING



Council Business




Council Business

= Welcome and Introductions
= Approve meeting summary from March 14, 2023, Council Meeting

= Approve meeting agenda



Councll
Meeting
Agenda

Objectives:

Georgia’s

S’ro’re Water Plan

Council Meeting
Suwannee-Satilla Regional Water Council
Draft Agenda - May 24, 2023

1) Discuss Public Review Comments Received on the Draft Updated Regional Water Plan

2) Receive updates from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on Lake Beatrice Seed Grant Project

3) Receive updates from Suwannee River Water Management District regarding on-going technical work
4) Receive updates on Seed Grants

5) Receive updates from EPD

6) Review and Discussion of Regional Water Plan Updating Process and Schedule to Finalize Updated Plan

10:30 - 10:45 a.m.

10:45 - 11:00 a.m.

11:00 - 11:30 a.m.

11:30 - 12:30 p.m.

12:30 - 1:00 p.m.
1:00 - 1:15 p.m.
1:15 - 1:30 p.m.
1:30 - 1:45 p.m.

1:45 - 2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

Welcome and Introductions

Approve meeting minutes from March 14, 2023, Council

Meeting and Approve meeting agenda

Review and Discuss Public Review Comments Received on the Draft
Updated Regional Water Plan (Shayne Wood, CDM Smith)

Updates on the Lake Beatrice Seed Grant Project (U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers)

Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) presentation on
Minimum Flows and Levels (MFLs) (Sean King, SRWMD)

Lunch

Seed Grant Updates (Shayne Wood, CDM Smith)

Updates from EPD (Cliff Lewis, Georgia EPD)

Review and Discussion of Regional Water Plan Updating Process and Schedule to
Finalize Updated Plan (Shayne Wood, CDM Smith)

Discussion/Next Steps and Public Comments /Local Elected Official Comments
Adjourn




Discuss Public Review Comments
Recelved on the Draft Updated




Summary of Public Review Comments

= 15 total comments received from three organizations
= Southern Georgia Regional Commission
= St. Marys River Management Committee
= Wwals Watershed Coalition
= Comments were in ES, Section 2, Section 4 and Section 7
= Screened for “Plug and Play” (P&P), “Needs Discussion” (ND) or No Change (NC)

= For example, of a P&P, one comment was to correct a typo in the ES where we had “27”
should be “27%" — ones like these we will fix

= We will review the “ND” comments with you later in today’'s agenda

= There were 3 other general comments from a UGA professor that were general in
nature and related to all 10 RWPs across Georgia. EPD is working on draft response to
these comments but no changes are anticipated to the RWPs as a result of these
comments.



Update Presentation from U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers on Lake Beatrice
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Seed Grant Updates




Seed Grant Updates

= Notes for up-coming grant cycle:
= Discuss gameplan for future Seed Grant Projects and the Application Process

= Grant awards are limited to $75,000 and the project period is limited to thirty (30) months
In duration.

= Applicants must attend a pre-application meeting with EPD by October 15" each year and
applications must be e-mailed by October each year.

= Contact Joyce McClain, (470) 251-2761, joyce.mcclain@dnr.ga.gov

= QOthers or New Grant Ideas?


mailto:joyce.mcclain@dnr.ga.gov

Updates from EPD
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Discussion/Next Steps
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Referer-~ Date
No. *  Receiv ~ Document/specific Section - Page - By (Name) " pffiliation ~  Comment - [hover and see note] -
- - - x " - e — — - rr
Regional Commission’s Regional Plan provides guidance to regional and local business leaders, On page 2-5 on the last line on the page, it is stated that Local Governments are
local governments, state and federal agencies, and citizens to promote quality growth in region. required to achieve the Minimum Standard to maintain the QLG status — however,
It is a vision of the future for the region and includes quality community based objectives related it is DCA who controls if a local government were to lose their QLG (per this
to water resources such as water supply, wastewater, and stormwater management. A key X bsite: http: d | | K Idb
component is the establishment of “performance standards”, which are actions, activities, or 1 Section 2 25 website: http://apps.dca.ga.gov/LocalGovstatus/pl a.nnlng.asp]. It wou _E_
programs a local government can implement or participate in that will advance their efforts to meet preferable to state that local governments are required to achieve the minimum
the vision of the Regional Plan. The Southern Georgia Regional Commission's Regional Plan | standards as required by DCA (rather than by the RC Minimum Standards).
defines two achievement thresholds (Minimum and Excellence), which are attained by Southern P&P
I ting th it tandards. Lecal-gevernments—are fequired—{o—achieve the | ——— e am e o a o = =
implementing the performance standards. - I_IE!_ o on page 2-6 on The [ast e orthe page, we !SGRC} are currently drafting an
2 Sectig] 2-6 Commission | pdate to our Regional Plan and we are due to adopt the update prior to July 1,
= 2023
B / On page 7-28 for the 4th bullet point down the page, the SGRC no longer has an
/ Environmental Program nor do we have an Environmental Project Manager
_/ Section 7 7-28 therefore, this recommendation for expanding water quality monitoring of
tributaries may no longer be an item that should be included.

the vision of the Regional Plan. The Southern Georgia Regional Commission’s Regional Plan
Section 2 [he sunannee-Sallia water flanning Reaon i oe— defines two achievement thresholds (Minimum and Excellence), which are attained by

implementing the performance standards. Lecal-gevernmentisare reguired o achieve-the

he Depaﬁment of Commumtv Aﬁalrs malnlams the list of Qualmed Luca\
Govermnments (QLG) forthe state of Georgia. Local governments remain eligible for State funding
(i.e.. CDBG grants, GEFA loans, etc.) while they are current on their QLG status. QLG status is
maintained by completing required reports and by updating the local government's 2-5
Comprehensive Plan every five years. The Southern Georgia Regional Commission completed
their Regional Plan in 2013 and it was updated in 2018._The Southern Georgia Regional
Commission is expected to adopt their updated regional plan by September 1, 2023.

Seqyjon 2 The Suwannee-Satilla Water Planning Region m

i@pspeelaJ—meeanhe Department of Communltv Affairs mamtams the I|st of Quahﬂed Local

Governments (QLG) for the state of Georgia. Local governments remain eligible for State funding
(i.e., CDBG grants, GEFA loans, etc.) while they are current on their QLG status. QLG status is
maintained by completing required reports and by updating the local government's
Comprehensive Plan every five years. The Southern Georgia Regional Commission completed
their Regional Plan in 2013 and it was updated in 2018._The Southern Georgia Regional
Commission is expected to adopt their updated regional plan by September 1. 2023.




Sechion 2 The Suwan nee-Satilla Water Planning Feagion

Minimurn Standard to maintain their Qualified Local Government status, which qualifies them for
certain state funding. By achieving the Excellznce Standard, a local government may be eligible
for special incentives. The Southern Georgia Regional Commission completed their Regional

Item
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Plan in 2012 and it was updated in 2018. The Southern Georgia Regional Commission is expected
1o adopt their updsied regional plan by July 1, 2023.

No. © Receiv * Document/Specific Section Page 7 By(Name) 7 Affiliation ~ Ccomment - [hover and see note] M
On page 2-5 on the last line on the page, it is stated that Local Governments are
required to achieve the Minimum Standard to maintain the QLG status — however,
it is DCA who controls if a local government were to lose their QLG (per this

1 Section 2 2-5 website: http://apps.dca.ga.gov/LocalGovStatus/planning.asp) It would be
preferable to state that local governments are required to achieve the minimum
standards as required by DCA (rather than by the RC Minimum Standards).

Southern
312003 Elizabetn Backe [Ceorg Regions On page 2-6 on the last line of the page, we (5GRC) are currently drafting an
m 2 Section 2 2-6 Commission || ;pdate to our Regional Plan and we are due to adopt the update prior to Juh: 1
—_— 202
On page 7-28 for the 4th bullet point down the page, the SGRC no longer has an
Environmental Program nor do we have an Environmental Project Manager
3 Section 7 7-28 therefore, this recommendation for expanding water quality monitoring of

tributaries may no longer be an item that should be included.

Section 2 The Suwannee-Satilla Water Planning Region

Minimum Standard to maintain their Qualified Local Government status, which qualifies them for
certain state funding. By achieving the Excellence Standard, a local government may be eligible
for special incentives. The Southern Georgia Regional Commission completed their Regional
Planin 2013 and it was updated in 2018. The Southern Georgia Regional Commission is expected

to adopt their updated regional plan by July 1, 2023.
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The dolowing speciic reocommendaions o the Slale ane provded o help akd in e successi
impglementaion of e Flan

Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD)

*= Consder “nsiffvicradzng” planning. This would entall a long-berm commiiment of siaif
and funding %o mondlor and suppor Flan recommendalions; coordnate mproved data
colleciian, management and analysis; coninee do develop and improwe  Resouroe
Assessment iools and help prowide funding, peraiiiing, and bechnioal suppon o eddess
challenges and waber s oune reeds

®  Work with EFD's AgricuBural Waler Welering Program. as well as other parinars, inghsdng
i not Amied to, the University of Geongla and the Georgla Depariment of Agricuiure, o
mErove agriostunal water use data colection and management. This effor would Toous
an refining source(s) of supply tor muliple rigation sources, coninung to assess data on
CrOp Rk reQUIrements, evauaing the effects of farm ponds on drect irigaton
wiindrawa’s and the hydrologic oyoie, and furiner resganch on orop consumplhe e This
data in tumn shoukd be coordinaled with Rescurce Assessment ioo's 1o ensane acoarabe
simulation of any challenges and assmptionds

®  Euppon complebion, mainlenance and improvement of the Agriculiurad Water s
Keasunamant Program, which is aimed al ool efecively colacling agroulunal water uss
dala apross e Eiade, and integrafing cooparatve anmngements with e privabe seoior
and parinarships with other Slale agendas. This pregram (s & vial component I helen
nd: Blale and regons efslively manage and ulizne walsr meeources

® A5 g Dl Mok wiih the—Saut —_— docal Coariners| bo
enpand water qually monilorng of ibalanes on the States 303(d) ks and Inbutaries
deniified as hawing ke or no dssoved oxygen assimilalios capacty. Dewelop @ new
dssoved axygen slandard thad reliects e nadurally kow conceniralions in Hacksaler
sineams that ane prevakend in fhis anea

* Focus funding support and pemmiiing asskiance o projects and prograns aimed af
addressing chalenge areas. Whers possioie, loverage federal funds 0 heip support and
expedite project implemeniaton

* Consder colaboralive approaches o coliecling more slandardzed waler use data and
mEroving dala on waler demands. This woud include contnued Improvement and
updating databases used in the planning process. I would @so insolve working with the:
Georgla Municipal Assodalion, Georgla Associaton of Counly Commissioners, and olher
rebrvant stakizholdirs o |mprove waler ase Informatian
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Southern
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On page 2-5 on the last line on the page, it is stated that Local Governments are
required to achieve the Minimum Standard to maintain the QLG status — however,
it is DCA who controls if a local government were to lose their QLG (per this
website: http://apps.dca.ga.gov/LocalGovStatus/planning.asp) It would be
preferable to state that local governments are required to achieve the minimum
standards as required by DCA (rather than by the RC Minimum Standards).

On page 2-6 on the last line of the page, we (SGRC) are currently drafting an
update to our Regional Plan and we are due to adopt the update prior to July 1,

On page 7-28 for the 4th bullet point down the page, the SGRC no longer has an
Environmental Program nor do we have an Environmental Project Manager
therefore, this recommendation for expanding water quality monitoring of
tributaries may no longer be an item that should be included. ND

Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD)

Consider “institutionalizing” planning. This would entail a long-term commitment of staff
and funding to: monitor and support Plan recommendations; coordinate improved data
collection, management and analysis; continue to develop and improve Resource
Assessment tools; and help provide funding, permitting, and technical support to address
challenges and water resource needs.

Work with EPD’s Agricultural Water Metering Program, as well as other partners, including
but not limited to, the University of Georgia and the Georgia Department of Agriculture, to
improve agricultural water use data collection and management. This effort would focus
on refining source(s) of supply for multiple irrigation sources, continuing to assess data on
crop water requirements, evaluating the effects of farm ponds on direct irrigation
withdrawals and the hydrologic cycle, and further research on crop consumptive use. This
data in turn should be coordinated with Resource Assessment tools to ensure accurate
simulation of any challenges and assumptions.

Support completion, maintenance and improvement of the Agricultural Water Use
Measurement Program, which is aimed at cost effectively collecting agricultural water use
data across the State, and integrating cooperative arrangements with the private sector
and partnerships with other State agencies. This program is a vital component to helping
the State and regions effectively manage and utilize water resources.

As applicable, Wwork with the Southern Georgia Fegional Commissionlocal partners to

expand water quality monitoring of tributaries on the State's 303(d) list and tributaries
identified as having little or no dissolved oxygen assimilative capacity. Develop a new
dissolved oxygen standard that reflects the naturally Jow concentrations in blackwater
streams that are prevalent in this area.
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ES-4 mid page first full paragraph (27 should be (27%)
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3 Executive sSummary
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MerrllVarn

5t. Marys River

Compatee

b

ES-4 4th line it should probably say... Over half (35%]) of the 5t. Marys River

ES-5 Water Resource needs paragraph first sentence possibly add... Though

3] Executive Summary ES-5 municipal water and waste water forecasts...55 Region, they do not necessarily
/ track together because of the regional nuances discussed below.
7 Executive Summary ES-9 ES-9 last line gray box E. colie should be E. colino e P&P

Execufive Summary [ —

River flows to the southeast and dischanges to the Atlantic Dcean between Cumberland and Jekyll
Isiands. This water body is a blackwater stream consisting of tannins and other natural leachates,
which cause the river to have a darkly stsined appearance and hawve unique physical and chemicsl
charactenistics and dissolved megypen dynamics. Owver half (50%) of the 5t. Marys River fributary
area Jies in Georgia and the remainder is in Florida. The S5t Marys River is also a blackwater
strearn. However, the St Marys River flows north and east, forming the border befween southeast
Geargia and northeast Flonda and discharges into the Atlantic Ocesn.

&5 shown in Figure ES-2, in 2015 surface wster
prowided 18% of the water supply within the region | * %=

{USGS, 2019). Bazed on water use trends and e
forecast information through 2080, the majedte of
the agriculiural and industrial surface water use in

the region is projecizd to come from the Suwannee
River basin {72%) and Satila River basin (2773
Thiz information iz based on the assurmption that
future wse will follow cument practices and trends.

Groundwater .
As shown in Figure ES-2, groundwster provided T
21% of the region's water supply needs in 2015 Todsl = 157 MAGD o

Based on 2020 groundwater withdrawal data, QEESEEEE g e
spproximately 88 % of groundwaterin the region s |l s

supplied from the Floridan aquifer, which is one of ]

the most productive groundwater squifers in the  Fisure B2 2015 Water Supply by Source

United States.

Water and Wastewater Needs in the Suwannee-5atilla Region — A Closer Look

Figure EZ-3 presents 2015 surface water and groundwater use by sector in the Suwannes-5atilla
Repion. Al surface water withdrawals in the region are for the agricultural sector. Of the 127 MGD
of groundwrater withdrawn in 2015, 52% was used to supply agricultural. 37% municipsl users
and 11% industrial users.

‘Wast=water freatment types representing current conditions in the region are shown in Figure
ES-4 According fo the Suwsnnee-Satilla Wastewster Forecast developed for the Regional Water
Plan (COM Smith, 2022), 51% of trested wastewater in the region is disposed of as a
municipalindustrial point source discharge or to a land application system (25%). The remaining
wasiewater is freated by on-site sewage treatmeant (seplic) systems (247).

Executive Summary

River flows to the southeast and discharges to the Atlantic Ocean between Cumberland and Jekyll
Islands. This water body is a blackwater stream consisting of tannins and other natural leachates,
which cause the river to have a darkly stained appearance and have unique physical and chemical
characteristics and dissolved oxygen dynamics. Over half (59%) of the St. Marys River tributary
area lies in Georgia and the remainder is in Florida. The St. Marys River is also a blackwater
stream. However, the St. Marys River flows north and east, forming the border between southeast
Georgia and northeast Florida and discharges into the Atlantic Ocean.
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5t. Marys River |ES-4 4th line it should probably say... Over half {39%]) of the 5t. Marys River
Merrill Varn Management |drainage basin liesin Georgia...

Commitiee  |ES-5 Water Resource needs paragraph first sentence possibly add... Though ND
municipal water and waste water forecasts...55 Region, they do not necessarily
track together hecause of the regional nuances discussed below.

E5-9 last line gray box E. colie should be E. colino e

E5-4

E5-5

“ Executive Summary

Surface Water Groundwater

Total= 30MGD | Total = 126 MGD ":;"

Dwia Seusrca: "Waiar L bn Gaargls by Caunp For 5135 sad Warlsr-Uss Trendy, 590-3015 |LSGS, HIFS).
Rai: Surlacs maisr wiihdrasah for muskipsl aed isduririsl cotsgorien wers sdloried based apon dss” ck bors wabsr
rien.

Suwannee-5atilla Forecasted Water
2060
Municipal water and wastevwater forecasts are -
closely tied to populstion projections for the
counties within the Suwannee-Satilla Region

Resource Needs from the Year ZIJZDm/ . 1

Was not necessarily intended to infer they follow each other exactly — it's a factual statement that
population projections do tie to water and wastewater demands — doesn’t mean they are tied by
a 1:1 or linear relationship — tied is used to note there is a correlation

Suwannee-Satilla Forecasted Water Septic Point
15 MGD ource
Resource Needs from the Year 2020 to 24% -,-53 MGD
51%

2060

Municipal water and wastewater forecasts are

The populstion projections were developed by
the Georgia Govemnor's Office of Planning and

Budget and are shown i Figure ES-5. ]
Industrial, energy, and agricuitural water and . Total = 65 MGD
wastewater fur\enasis_. ware estimated | —— e el o
separately from population projections. Owerall, | ————
the region's water supply needs ars expected

10 prow by 23% (74 MGD) in demand from 2020 Figure £5-8 2020 Patearns of Wasteuater
through 2080, Wastewater retum flows are tchange and Retum :
expected to grow by 5% (3 MGD) from 2020 throwgh 2060,

closely tied to population projections for the
counties within the Suwannee-Satilla Region.
The population projections were developed by

the Georgia Governor’s Office of Planning and LAS
Budget and are shown in Figure ES-5. 16 MGD
. . 25%
Industrial, energy, and agricultural watfer and Total = 65 MGD
wastewater  forecasts were  estimated

Data Source: Suwannee-Satilla Water and Wastewater

Separately from population pl'OjQCﬁOI’]S. Overall, Forecasting Technical Memorandum; CDM Smith, 2022.
the region’s water supply needs are expected
to grow by 23% (74 MGD) in demand from 2020
through 2060. Wastewater return flows are

Figure ES-4 2020 Patterns of Wastewater
Discharge and Return Flows
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Executive Summary

Al imgaired lskes in the region ars impaired for
trophic-weighted residual mercury in fish  tissue.
TMCLs hawe been completed for 85 of the impaired
stream reaches. A full list of impaired waters can be
found on the EPD website (zpd peorgia pouigeonis-

3050303d-list-documents). This list is updated every 2
years by EFD; the sbove mformation is based upon

the approwed 2022 list.

Identifying Water Management Practices to
Address Water Resource Challenges and
Future Needs

Summary of Resource
AssessmentResults

Pracliicas should ba

The comparnison of the Resource Assessments and |

forecasted demands identifisd the r=gion's [kely
resource shortfalls or  potential challenges  and
demonstrated the necessity for region and resource

specific watsr management practices. In selecting the | 750

actions needed (e, water management practicas),
the Suwannee-Satilla Cowncil considersd practices
identified in existing plans, the Repion’s Vision and
Gaoals, and coordinated with local govemments and
water providers as well as neighboring Councils that
share these water resources.

The Suwannes-5atilla Council developed 2 management practice strategy based on the best 03
and modeling results avsilsbls. The Council recopnizes that as data are refined snd modeling
results improve—incuding water and wastewater projections and Resource Assessmenis—ihe
resulting future needs and challenges may changs. Therefore, the Council has prontized shari-
term management praciices to address challenges with the understanding that more complex
management practices may be reguired in the future. These short-term mianagement practices

are presentad in Table ES-2 gd Table ES-2

negion, 1,2mumsscr=*_,m§wm
e impalren prin~ iy R Iophic-

FEFT S NG i Sh HEsue.
E ol , < aissalved aupgen

Merrill Varn

5t. Marys River
Management
Committee

ES-4 mid page first full paragraph (27 should be (27%)
P&P

ES-4 4th line it should probably say... Over half (39%]) of the 5t. Marys River

drainage hasin lies in Georgia... ND

ES-5 Water Resource needs paragraph first sentence possibly add... Though NC
municipal water and wasie water forecasts...55 Regiﬂn they do not necessarily

share these water resources.

the Suwannee-Satilla Council considered practices
identified in existing plans, the Region’s Vision and
Goals, armd-eeerdinated with local governments and
water providers as well as neighbor '

[ES-9 last line gray box E. colie should be E. colinoe | eray box E. colie should be E. colino e u P&P

Surface Water Quality: Throughout the

region, 1,279 miles of stream reaches
are impaired, principally for trophic-

@ Wweighted residual mercury in fish tissue,
E. coli , and dissolved oxygen.



Executive
Summary, Page

Executive Summary, Section 2 (see pw:\\cdmsmith-az02-
. { P ES-2, and in Wwals

The rivers that run by or are downstream of the most populous cities in the

pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documents\9204\262592402 Project John 5. Suwannee-Satilla Region are overlooked in the summaries. The Little,

5/15/2023 2.1.1 Surf; Watershed Sh Wood
/15 Informatien02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15—-WWALS-to- W i ace Quarterman Ca elr: & Withlacoochee, Alapaha, Willacoochee, and Alapahoochee Rivers should be ayne oo
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) R ater palition more prominently mentioned.
ES0Urces,

Mo mention of the titanium dioxide strip mine proposed within three miles of the Meed to discuss at the council meeting. This comment would not require
Okefenckee Swamp, nor of its potential effects on surface and groundwater, any edits to the 535 RWP.
Section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw\\cdmsmith- Wawal including the Suwannee and St. Marys Rivers and the Floridan Aquifer.
5 az02-pw.hentley.com:pw_pli\Documents\9204\26259202 lzhn 5. W twahs g Resolutions have been passed against the proposed strip mine and in favor of the
Project Information\02 QAQC\Public Comment,2023-05-15-- Quarterman Ca elr: E waters, by Valdosta, Waycross and Ware County, Homeland, Kingsland, and St.
WWALS-to-SSRW PC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) palition Marys. SSRWPC should alse pass such a resclution against the proposed strip
mine and for the Okefenokee Swamp and associated rivers and groundwater.
. . . There is no mention of mining in the modeled water challenges. Reference Industrial Demand Forecast TM that is posted on GA EPD Water
section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw\\cdmsmith- _ ) o .
Wwals Planning Web site. Mining is specifically tracked as demand sector.
10 az02-pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documents\9204426259202 lohn 5. Watershed
atershe
Project Informationy02 QAQC\Public Comment'2023-05-15— Quarterman Coaliti
oalition

WWALS-to-SSRW PC-Draft-Plan._pdf for details)

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required — typically, consistent with most of
the other regional water plans across the State of Georgia, the description
of the surface water bodies have been at the watershed or river basin
level e.g, Suwannee River, Satilla River, St. Marys River, Altamaha River,
Savannah River, etc.



Executive Summary, Section 2 (see pw\\cdmsmith-az02-

Executive
Summary, Page

The rivers that run by or are downstream of the most populous cities in the

ES-2 di Wwal
pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documents\9204\262592402 Project - andin John 5. was Suwannee-Satilla Region are overlooked in the summaries. The Little, ND or NC?
8 5/15/2023 R K 2.1.1 Surface Watershed . N ) Shayne Wood :
Informatien02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15—-WWALS-to- Wat Quarterman coaliti Withlacoochee, Alapaha, Willacoochee, and Alapahoochee Rivers should be
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) ater palition more prominently mentioned.
Resources,
paze 22
Mo mention of the titanium dioxide strip mine proposed within three miles of the Meed to discuss at the council meeting. This comment would not require
Okefenckee Swamp, nor of its potential effects on surface and groundwater, any edits to the 535 RWP.
Section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw\\cdmsmith- Wawal including the Suwannee and St. Marys Rivers and the Floridan Aquifer.
5 az02-pw.hentley.com:pw_pli\Documents\9204\26259202 lzhn 5. W twahs g Resolutions have been passed against the proposed strip mine and in favor of the
Project Information\02 QAQC\Public Comment,2023-05-15-- Quarterman Ca elr: E waters, by Valdosta, Waycross and Ware County, Homeland, Kingsland, and St.
WWALS-to-SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) palition Marys. S5SRWPC should also pass such a resolution against the proposed strip ND/NC
mine and for the Okefenokee Swamp and associated rivers and groundwater.
. ) ) There is no mention of mining in the modeled water challenges. Reference Industrial Demand Forecast TM that is posted on GA EPD Water
section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw\\cdmsmith- _ ) o .
Wwals Planning Web site. Mining is specifically tracked as demand sector.
10 az02-pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documents\9204426259202 lohn 5. Watershed
Project Informationy02 QAQC\Public Comment'2023-05-15— Quarterman Ca elr: &
oalition

WWALS-to-SSRW PC-Draft-Plan._pdf for details)

Discuss w/ Council

Based on links provided by WWALS Watershed Coalition, Inc. (WWALS) the following entities have passed
resolutions against the proposed Twin Pines Minerals (TPM) titanium dioxide mine that in under permit
consideration near the Okefenokee Swamp:
« City of Homeland
 City of Kingsland
« City of St Marys

« City of Waycross
« City of Valdosta
 Ware County

WWALS asked that the SS Water Council consider passing a similar resolution.
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The rivers that run by or are downstream of the most populous cities in the

ES-2, and i Wwal R . R - R
pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documents\92044262592402 Project andin lohn 5. was Suwannee-5atilla Region are overlooked in the summaries. The Little, ND or NC?
8 5/15/2023 R K 2.1.1 Surface Watershed . N ) Shayne Wood :
Information\02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15-WWALS-to- Wat Quarterman coaliti Withlacoochee, Alapaha, Willacoochee, and Alapahoochee Rivers should be
ater oalition
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) more prominently mentioned.
Resources,
page 2-2
Mo mention of the titanium dioxide strip mine proposed within three miles of the Meed to discuss at the council meeting. This comment would not require
Okefenckee Swamp, nor of its potential effects on surface and groundwater, any edits to the 535 RWP.
Section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw\\cdmsmith- Wawal including the Suwannee and St. Marys Rivers and the Floridan Aquifer.
5 az02-pw.hentley.com:pw_pli\Documents\9204\26259202 lzhn 5. W twahs g Resolutions have been passed against the proposed strip mine and in favor of the
Project Information\02 QAQC\Public Comment,2023-05-15-- Quarterman Ca elr: E waters, by Valdosta, Waycross and Ware County, Homeland, Kingsland, and St.
WWALS-to-SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) palition Marys. S5SRWPC should also pass such a resolution against the proposed strip ND/NC
mine and for the Okefenokee Swamp and associated rivers and groundwater.
) ) . There is no mention of mining in the modeled water challenges. Reference Industrial Demand Forecast TM that is posted on GA EPD Water
section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw\\cdmsmith- _ ) o .
Wwals Planning Web site. Mining is specifically tracked as demand sector.
10 az02-pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documents\9204426259202 lohn 5. Watershed
Project Informationy02 QAQC\Public Comment'2023-05-15— Quarterman Ca elr: &
oalition

WWALS-to-SSRW PC-Draft-Plan._pdf for details)

ND/NC

Discuss w/ Council

A few items for discussion:

« Current permit application does not anticipate any impacts to surface water

« TPM'’s permit request is for one groundwater well that would pull from the Floridan aquifer

« The mining pit would have dewatering needs which would essentially be a surficial aquifer withdrawal

 TPM does propose in their permit application the need for a surface water pond management system to
allow for storage — would be designed for self containment therefore no off-site discharge

Notes on Regional Water Planning Perspective:
« Regional water plan is updated every 5-years

 Industrial forecast was completed for this region, which included experts from across the state. Mining was
looked at as a specific sector.

« For the most part, industrial sectors forecast very little to no growth in demands for water

« If the TPM permit were to be approved, it would be included in the next 5-year plan update



. : ) The history of TPM in Florida and Georgia and the TPM MLUP cast much doubt The statement referenced in this comment is generic and factual - no need
Section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw-\\cdmsmith- Wwals on the assertion in the S5RWPC Draft Plan that “some facility types (i.e., mining) to update the RWP. This was based on feedback from representatives in
11 azt_)z-pw.hentle‘,_r.com:pw_pIl\DocL_lments\9204\252592\02 John s. Watershed may recycle stormwater discharges....” It would be best to remove that assertion the Industrial Demand Forecast work group that comprised of Industry
Project Informationy02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15-- Quarterman . R .
\WWALS-to-SSRWPC-Draft-Plan pdf for details) Coalition from the 33RWPC Draft Plan. Experts in mining. ND or NC?
The Flan does not mention that surface and groundwater interchange in the EPD has continued to demonstrate improves the modeling methodologies
2.1.2 Groundwater Resources (see pw:\\cdmsmith-az02- Wwals Region. Modeling of potential surface and groundwater effects of the proposed and tools/models used to support the development of the RWPs. We can
12 pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documentsy9204\262592\02 Project lohn 5. Watershed titanium dicxide stripmine within three miles of Okefenckee Swamp, including share this for consideation with the EPD team that leads model
Information02 QAQC\Fublic Comment\20235-05-15-WW ALS-to Quarterman coalition potential deleterious effects on fishing due te mining stirring up more mercury development.
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) which as it gets into waterways accumulates in fish tissue
ES. Surface Water Quality (see pw\\cdmsmith-az02- Wwals Mo mention of Mercury in the TPM MLUP; More mercury stirred up by mining This comment is more pertintent to the permitting action that is still
13 pw.bentley.com:pw_pli\Documents\ 8204126259202 Project John &. Watershed would be even worse for recreational fishing than the mercury under consideration
Information02 QAQC\Public Comment2023-05-15-WWALS-to Quarterman - already in our rivers, adding to accumulated mercury in fish tissue.
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan pdf for details) Coalition

'

Section 4 Forecasting Fuiure Watar Resource Noads H

processing, manufacturing, and mining industries. Both common and sector-specific conclusions
were determined.

Industrial Water Forecasts

In addition to sub-sector advisory group feedback, confidential trade association surveys wene
collected for addifional input. This information was used in conjunction with municipal water
purchases and facility withdrawal permit information to develop the water withdrawals forecast by
county and sub-seclor. The average water withdrawal from 2010 to 2019 for the majority of
industrial facilities was used as the basis for projected water use. Figure 4-3 shows the indusirial
waler and wastewater forecast over the planning period, Water withdrawals are estimated to
remain constant over time for all sub-sectors except for an expected increase in water demand
for food processing
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Figure 4-3 Total Industrial Water and Wastewater Forecast (in AZRV

Industrial Wastewater Forecasts

Similar to the industrial water forecast, the industrial
discharge permit information from 2015 to 2p#8 Trade association surveys also reported
industrial discharges, however, the informgidh was limited 1o 2019 data in some cases. Il should
ba nated that some facility types (L&, mining) may recycle stormwater discharges causing an
increase in overall discharges but a decrease in water withdrawal. Discharges are estimated to
remain constant aver time for all sub-sectors except for an expeclad increase for foad procassing.

flewaler forecast is estimated using facility

45

Industrial Wastewater Forecasts

Similar to the industrial water forecast, the industrial wastewater forecast is estimated using facility
discharge permit information from 2015 to 2019. Trade association surveys also reported
industrial discharges, however, the information was limited to 2019 data in some cases. It should

be noted that some facility types
increase in overall discharge
remain constant over time

Discuss w/ Council (Remove this assertion?)

(i.e., mining) may recycle stormwater discharges causing an
but a decrease in water withdrawal. Discharges are estimated to
or all sub-sectors except for an expected increase for food processing.

Screened for No Change (NC) required — The statement referenced in this
comment is generic and factual - no need to update the RWP. This was
based on feedback from representatives in the Industrial Demand Forecast

work group that comprised of Industry Experts in mining.




Section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw\\cdmsmith-

The history of TPM in Florida and Georgia and the TPM MLUP cast much doubt

The statement referenced in this comment is generic and factual - no need

Wwals on the assertion in the S5RWPC Draft Plan that “some facility types (i.e., mining) to update the RWP. This was based on feedback from representatives in
az02-pw. bentley com:pw_pli\Documents\ 320426259202 John S. ) o ) _ .
11 _ 3 . Watershed may recycle stormwater discharges...." It would be best to remove that assertion the Industrial Demand Forecast work group that comprised of Industry
Project Informationy02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15-- Quarterman . o
_ Coalition from the 33RWPC Draft Plan. Experts in mining.
WWALS-to-SSRW PC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details)
:HE P‘an does not mention that surface and groundwater interchange in the EPD Has continuea to Hemonstrate improves tHE moaeqing metnoao‘ogies |
2.1.2 Groundwater Resources (see pw:\\cdmsmith-az02- Wwal Region. Modeling of potential surface and groundwater effects of the proposed and tools/models used to support the development of the RWPs. We can
wals
12 pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documentsy9204\262592\02 Project lohn 5. Watershed titanium dicxide stripmine within three miles of Okefenckee Swamp, including share this for consideation with the EPD team that leads model
atershe
Information\02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15--WWALS-to- Quarterman coaliti potential deletericus effects on fishing due te mining stirring up more mercury development. s
oalition
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) which as it gets into waterways accumulates in fish tissue ND or NC~
ES. Surface Water Quality (see pw\\cdmsmith-az02- Wwal Mo mention of Mercury in the TPM MLUP; More mercury stirred up by mining This comment is more pertintent to the permitting action that is still
wals
13 pw.bentley.com:pw_pli\Documents\ 8204126259202 Project John &. Watershed would be even worse for recreational fishing than the mercury under consideration
atershe
Information02 QAQC\Public Comment2023-05-15-WWALS-to Quarterman Coaliti already in our rivers, adding to accumulated mercury in fish tissue.
oalition

SSRWPC-Draft-Plan pdf for details)

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required — EPD leads efforts related to

technical support in the form of modeling. EPD has demonstrated a

continued effort to improve the methodologies and models used to support

the technical work related to the water resource assessments. We can share
with them the request to potentially use integrated surface water/groundwater

models where applicable.

Related to the portion of this comment that notes the TPM permit. The permit

Is under review by EPD.



Section 4 Industrial Wastewater Forecasts (see pw\\cdmsmith-

The history of TPM in Florida and Georgia and the TPM MLUP cast much doubt

The statement referenced in this comment is generic and factual - no need

Wwals on the assertion in the S5RWPC Draft Plan that “some facility types (i.e., mining) to update the RWP. This was based on feedback from representatives in
az02-pw. bentley com:pw_pli\Documents\ 320426259202 John S. ) o ) _ .
11 _ 3 . Watershed may recycle stormwater discharges...." It would be best to remove that assertion the Industrial Demand Forecast work group that comprised of Industry
Project Informationy02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15-- Quarterman . o
_ Coalition from the 33RWPC Draft Plan. Experts in mining.
WW ALS-to-SSRW PC-Draft-Plan. pdf for details)
The Flan does not mention that surface and groundwater interchange in the EPD has continued to demonstrate improves the modeling methodologies
2.1.2 Groundwater Resources (see pw:\\cdmsmith-az02- Wwal Region. Modeling of potential surface and groundwater effects of the proposed and tools/models used to support the development of the RWPs. We can
wals

12 pw.bentley.com:pw_pl1\Documentsy9204\262592\02 Project lohn 5. Watershed titanium dicxide stripmine within three miles of Okefenckee Swamp, including share this for consideation with the EPD team that leads model

atershe
Information\02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15--WWALS-to- Quarterman coaliti potential deletericus effects on fishing due te mining stirring up more mercury development.
oalition
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details) which as it gets into waterways accumulates in fish tissue
ES. Surface Water Quality (see pw\\cdmsmith-az02- Wwal Mo mention of Mercury in the TPM MLUP; More mercury stirred up by mining This comment is more pertintent to the permitting action that is still
wals

13 pw.bentley.com:pw_pli\Documents\ 8204126259202 Project John &. Watershed would be even worse for recreational fishing than the mercury under consideration

atershe
Information02 QACC\Puklic Comment, 202 3-05-15-WW ALS-to- Quarterman Coaliti already in our rivers, adding to accumulated mercury in fish tissue.

oalition

SSRWPC—Dra&—Plan.Edf for details)

ND or NC?

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required — The TPM permit is under

consideration by EPD.




N/A (see pw\\cdmsmith-az02-

Please oppose this titanium dioxide strip mine incursion into the Okefenckee

pw.bentley com:pw_pli\Documents}9204\262592\02 Project John 5. Wwals Swamp and its environs.
4 Information\02 OAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15-WWALS-to Quarterman Watershed NC
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan pof for details] Coalition
The 55RWPC Plan should model what a phosphate mine on the Suwannee River in Again, the RWP does consider mining demands. "The S5RWPC Plan should
(see pw\\cdmsmith-az02- Wwals Georgia, above the Floridan Aquifer, would mean to regional water supply and model what o phosphate mine on the Suwannee River in Georgia, obove
15 pw.bentley.com:pw_pli\Documents\9204\262592402 Project lohn 5. Watershed quality. A Plan looking forward 30 years should take into account what the Floridan Aguifer, would mean to regional water supply and guality.”
Information}02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15-WWALS-to Quarterman coalition phosphate mining could mean to our surface and underground waters. This comment will be provided to the GA EPD modeling team

SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details)

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required — This was discussed previously as
part of comment # 9. No change to Regional Water Plan required as related

to this comment.




N/A (see pw\\cdmsmith-az02-

Please oppose this titanium dioxide strip mine incursion into the Okefenckee

pw.bentley com:pw_pli\Documents}9204\262592\02 Project John 5. Wwals Swamp and its environs.
4 Information\02 OAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15-WWALS-to Quarterman Watershed
SSRWPC-Draft-Plan pof for details] Coalition
The 55RWPC Plan should model what a phosphate mine on the Suwannee River in Again, the RWP does consider mining demands. "The S5RWPC Plan should
(see pw\\cdmsmith-az02- Wwals Georgia, above the Floridan Aquifer, would mean to regional water supply and model what o phosphate mine on the Suwannee River in Georgia, obove
15 pw.bentley.com:pw_pli\Documents\9204\262592402 Project lohn 5. Watershed quality. A Plan looking forward 30 years should take into account what the Floridan Aguifer, would mean to regional water supply and guality.”
Information}02 QAQC\Public Comment\2023-05-15-WWALS-to Quarterman coalition phosphate mining could mean to our surface and underground waters. This comment will be provided to the GA EPD modeling team

SSRWPC-Draft-Plan.pdf for details)

NC

Discuss w/ Council

Screened for No Change (NC) required — This RWP does consider mining
demands. There is not a current permit under review related to a Phosphate
mine in the SS Region of Georgia. We can share this comment with EDP for

consideration of a future modeling scenario.



Public Comments/Locea
Official Comments




Thank You!

Questions? Comments?
Need More Information?

woodsh@cdmsmith.com
cliff.lewis@dnr.ga.gov



mailto:Honourdm@cdmsmith.com
mailto:cliff.lewis@dnr.ga.gov
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