Regional Water Planning

IMPLEMENTATION ASSESSMENT
2020-2025

Wise water management is critical to supporting Georgia’s economy, protecting public health and natural systems, and en-
hancing the quality of life for all citizens. No other natural resource is as important to the future of our state. Ten Regional
Water Planning Councils have guided the wise management of Georgia’s water resources for 17 years, helping ensure that
current and emerging challenges are addressed effectively.

A recent assessment found that between 2020 and 2025, over $2.8 billion in state, federal, and partner funding supported
water-related projects that advanced implementation of regional water plans. These projects occurred in 142 of the 144
counties covered by the regional water planning councils. Substantial local government investments in water and wastewa-
ter services further supported implementation.

Implementation of regional water plans has strengthened water management
statewide by improving infrastructure, efficiency, and environmental protection. Water is critical to Georgia’s
Key outcomes include:

future, and effective regional

water planning is essential to
« Expanded water supplies and safer drinking water safeguarding that future.

o Enhanced water conservation

« Improved wastewater conveyance and treatment Benjy Thompson, Chair, Coastal

« Better drainage and stormwater management Georgia Water Council

o Increased use of water efficiency and water quality practices in agriculture
o Protection of the state’s water resources

The Georgia Environmental Protection Division and the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority use the plans to guide
decisions about permits, grants, and loans. Local governments, non-governmental organizations, and citizens use the plan
to understand regional water needs and best management practices.

Regional water planning tailors water management to the needs and

challenges unique to the water resources and water users of each re-
Our Council values input from all gion. Continuous improvement of the technical assessment tools by the
stakeholders because by working together | Environmental Protection Division ensures that the water councils are
we have been successful in making our planning based on the best available information.
regional water plan work on the ground From 2026 to 2028, the regional water councils will update Georgia’s
to the benefit of our communities and the regional water plans. As they do so, they will continue to bring local
environment. input and leadership to management of the state’s waters, engage local
Murray Campbell, Chair, Lower Flint- stakeholders, and provide for stewardship that aligns with local needs.
@chlocon WAt ol As the implementation assessment shows, regional water plans do not
sit on a shelf. The regional water councils provide the state with action-

able plans that lead to tangible benefits for our communities.




Regional Water Plan
Implementation
Highlights
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Expansion of Russell
reek Reservoir is

supporting water supply
resilience in Dawson

County.
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Coosa-
North Georgia)

Expansion of Mclntosh
Reserve Park in Carroll
County provides increased
recreation opportunities
and protection for riparian
buffers and aquatic habitat.

Newton County Water
Resources, the City of
Covington, and Newton

Local governments are
repurposing quarries for
water supply storage.
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A broad partnership of

organizations is increasing
public access to water
quaht%data in the
Savannah-
and Coastal regions.

pper Ogeechee

A Master Irrigator
program is supporting
farmers in adopting water
saving technology in the

Altamaha region.

County Water and
Sewera%e; Authority are
coordinating on a
proactive plan to manage
shared water resources.
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Altamaha  Coastal
Georgia
; Lower Flint- Suwannee-
- i Ochlockonee Satilla
The Better Back Roads \
program is restoring dirt
roads to minimize stream ]
sedimentation and enhance A
safety in the Flint River | — 11 ; T
Basin. : N ; The City of Brunswick is
Georgia Flow Incentive Environmental using green infrastructure

Trust is protecting
freshwater mussel habitat

while supporting
agricultural water use in

the Flint River Basin.

monitoring, community
engagement, and

education are supporting
water quality in the

and low impact
development to manage
stormwater.

Suwannee-Satilla Region.

The 2008 Georgia Comprehensive State-wide Water Management Plan (State Water Plan) established ten water planning regions,
each guided by a regional water planning council. The Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District has a separate water
planning process created by the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District Act of 2001. The Councils coordinate with
the District in their planning. Regional water planning is administered by the Environmental Protection Division of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources. The Georgia Water Planning & Policy Center at Albany State University provides planning
support services for the regional water planning councils.
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