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Welcome and Opening Remarks
Council Chair, Bruce Azevedo
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Council Business
Council Chair, Bruce Azevedo



Approve today’s 
meeting agenda

Approve March 23, 
2023, meeting 
summary
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Georgia EPD Updates
Haydn Blaize, GA EPD



Draft and Final Regional Water Plans

 Council submits Draft Updated Plan to EPD by Wednesday, March 29
 Draft Updated Plan will be put on Public Notice by EPD on March 31
 45-day public comment period will end on May 15, 2023
 Council reviews/incorporates public comments received during their 

June meetings
 Final Updated Plan should be submitted to EPD by Friday, June 23
 EPD Director adopts plans by June 30, 2023



Regional Water Plan Resource Assessments
Surface Water Supply Potential Challenges

Entity
Resource Assessment Surface Water Supply 

Challenges

BEAM Node Permit No.

1 City of Toccoa 1225 127-0102-02

2 City of Royston 1785 059-0103-01

3 Banks County Board of Commissioners 1825 006-0106-05

4 City of Crawford 2005 109-0105-01

5 Thomson McDuffie County Water and 
Sewer Commission 2005 097-0111-03

6 KaMin LLC 4105 149-0111-02

7 KaMin LLC 4125 081-0111-01



Regional Water Plan Resource Assessments
Wastewater Assimilation Potential Challenges

Entity
Resource Assessment Surface Water 
Wastewater Assimilation Challenges
BEAM Node Permit No.

1 City of Clayton (Clayton WPCP) 1128 GA0020923
2 City of Toccoa (Eastanollee Creek WPCP) 1248 GA0021814
3 City of Lavonia (Lavonia WPCP) 1708 GA0038661

4 Banks County Board of Commissioners (Hudson River 
WPCP) 1858 GA0050215

5 City of Elberton (Falling Creek WPCP) 1978 GA0025682
6 Columbia County (Kiokee Creek WPCP) 3048 GA0038342
7 PCS Nitrogen Fertilizer, L.P. (Augusta) 3478 GA0002071
8 City of Augusta (Spirit Creek WPCP) 3698 GS0047147
9 City of Thomson (Thomson WPCP) 4058 GA0020974
10 City of Wrens (Wrens WPCP) 4158 GA0021857
11 City of Waynesboro (Brier WPCP) 4228 GA0038466
12 City of Sardis (Sardis WPCP) 4268 GA0020893
13 City of Sylvania (Sylvania WPCP) 4318 GA0021385



SEED GRANTS
Current Seed Grant Projects

CURRENT SEED GRANT PROJECTS

FISCAl YEAR PROJECT DESCRIPTION LEAD PARTNER Amount AWARDED PROJECTED 
COMPLETION

2020

High Frequency Monitoring and the 
Effects of Agricultural Water 
Withdrawal in the Savannah Upper 
Ogeechee Watersheds

City of Augusta $47,820 4/1/2020 9/30/2023

2021
Upgrading Publicly Accessible 
Water Monitoring for the 
Savannah-Upper Ogeechee RWP 

City of Savannah $75,000 9/1/2021 8/31/2023

2022
Effect of water quantity on the 
instream function of the Savannah 
River

University of 
Georgia $75,000 4/1/2022 9/30/2024

2022

Pilot study to preserve in-stream 
water quality and instream flows 
below an urban pond complex 
using a real-time control system

City of Augusta $75,000 9/13/2022 10/31/2024



SFY2024
Regional Water 
Planning 
SEED GRANT

Watershed Protection Branch
Grants Unit



• Up to $75,000 per project to 
implement Regional Water Plans

• Cost-Share: 60% state funds/40% 
local match (10% of project total as 
cash)

• Letter of Support from Water Council
• Scheduling required pre-application 

meetings will be due in Mid October  
• Accepting applications for SFY2024 

until October 31, 2023
• NEW for SFY2023: Must apply using 

online Grant Application Portal

Regional Water Plan Seed 
Grant

https://epd.georgia.gov/regional-water-plan-seed-grant-funds

https://epd.georgia.gov/regional-water-plan-seed-grant-funds


Online Application Instructions
New for SFY2024
All applications must be submitted through
the RWP Seed Grant Application Portal 

1. Create an Account 
2. Create an Organization Profile 
3. Complete Application Section 1: Project 
Description 
4. Complete Application Section 2: Project Budget 
5. SUBMIT all sections and supporting 
attachments in the portal by OCTOBER 31, 2023. 

https://webportalapp.com/sp/gaepd_seedgrant

To inquire about potential projects or to schedule a pre-application meeting, 
contact Joyce McClain at joyce.mcclain@dnr.ga.gov or 470-251-2761.

https://webportalapp.com/sp/gaepd_seedgrant
mailto:joyce.mcclain@dnr.ga.gov
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Review Draft Plan Comments Received 
Ashley Reid, CDM Smith



Draft Plan Public Comments Received
 Comments received from: 
 Dr. Amy Rosemond, 

Distinguished Research 
Professor, University of 
Georgia

 United States Department of 
the Interior Fish and Wildlife 
Service
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Stretch Break/Provide Drafted Responses
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Review EPD Drafted Responses to 
Comments Received

Ashley Reid, CDM Smith



Review Draft Responses
 Response to Dr. Amy 

Rosemond, Distinguished 
Research Professor, 
University of Georgia



Review Draft Responses
 Response to United States 

Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service
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Public/Elected Officials 
Comments/Questions
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Thank You

Need More Information? 
reidan@cdmsmith.com

Haydn.Blaize@dnr.ga.gov
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