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Welcome and Opening Remarks
Council Chair, Bruce Azevedo
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Council Business
Council Chair, Bruce Azevedo



Approve today’s 
meeting agenda

Approve November 
10, 2022, meeting 
summary
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Georgia EPD Updates
Haydn Blaize, GA EPD



Draft and Final Regional Water Plans

 Council submits Draft Updated Plan to EPD by Wednesday, March 29
 Draft Updated Plan will be put on Public Notice by EPD on March 31
 45-day public comment period will end on May 15, 2023
 Council reviews/incorporates public comments received during their 

June meetings
 Final Updated Plan should be submitted to EPD by Friday, June 23
 EPD Director adopts plans by June 30, 2023



EPD Updates

 EPD finalized a Water Quality Trading Guidance on February 7
 https://epd.georgia.gov/water-quality-trading

 Public drinking water systems: lead service line inventories (due Oct. 2024)
 Rulemaking to address electronic submissions

 EPD & GEFA implementing an online system to accept & track these submissions

 https://epd.georgia.gov/watershed-protection-branch/drinking-water

 Construction stormwater general permits will be reissued this summer
 Stakeholder meetings have been held

 Draft permits will go out on public notice

 https://epd.georgia.gov/watershed-protection-branch/stormwater

https://epd.georgia.gov/watershed-protection-branch/drinking-water
https://epd.georgia.gov/watershed-protection-branch/stormwater


FY2023 Section 319(h) Grant Funding
 Currently accepting applications for projects that:

 Implement watershed management plans

 Address impaired waters

 Address NPS pollution

 Install Best Management Practices (BMPs)

 Engage in partnerships

 Collect water quality data

 Result in measurable water quality improvement

 Submit online applications via the 319(h) Grant Application Portal (GAP) by 
APRIL 30, 2023

https://epd.georgia.gov/outreach/grants/georgia-319h-nonpoint-source-grant

https://epd.georgia.gov/outreach/grants/georgia-319h-nonpoint-source-grant


FY2023 Section 319(h) Grant Funding
 Cost-Share: 60% Federal/40% Non-Federal Match

 Up to $400,000 per project

 Estimated FY2023 Total Funding Available: $2.1 Million

 Preferred Project Period: 3 years

 Who’s eligible for this funding?
 State Agencies
 City or County Governments with Qualified Local Government status
 Regional Commissions
 Soil and Water Conservation Districts
 Resource Conservation and Development Councils
 Local and regional school systems
 State colleges and universities

Contact: Mary Gazaway,
mary.gazaway@dnr.ga.gov
or (470) 524-0556

mailto:mary.gazaway@dnr.ga.gov


Grant Project Updates Cont’d

 Seed Grants FY20: In Progress – 1 year no-cost time 
extension 

• High Frequency Monitoring and the Effects of Agricultural 
Water Withdrawal in the Savannah Upper Ogeechee 
Watersheds

• Lead Partner: City of Augusta

• Date: 4/1/2020 – 9/30/2023



Grant Project Updates Cont’d

 Seed Grants FY21: In Progress
• Upgrading Publicly Accessible Water Monitoring for the 

Savannah-Upper Ogeechee RWP – (PhaseII of Seed Grant 
FY19: Initiating and Upgrading Publicly Accessible Water 
Monitoring for the SUO and Coastal RWPs)

• Lead Partner: City of Savannah
• Date: 9/1/2021 – 8/31/2023



Grant Project Updates Cont’d

 Seed Grants FY22: In Progress
• Effect of water quantity on the instream function of the 

Savannah River
• Lead Partners: University of Georgia
• Award Amount: $75,000
• Date: 04/01/2022 – 09/30/2024



Grant Project Updates Cont’d

 Seed Grants FY22: In Progress
• Pilot study to preserve in-stream water quality and instream 

flows below an urban pond complex using a real-time 
control system

• Lead Partner: City of Augusta
• Award Amount: $75,000
• Date: 09/13/2022 - 10/31/2024



RWP Seed Grant Funding Totals
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RWP Seed Grant Funds By Council
SFY2014-SFY2022 Savannah-Upper Ogeechee 

Council Funding Totals

Grant Funds: $417,570
Cash Match: $248,798
In-Kind Match: $211,244
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Review Revisions for Plan Sections 1-5
Ashley Reid, CDM Smith
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Review Revisions for Plan Sections 1-5
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Part I: Management Practices Overview 
Ashley Reid, CDM Smith



Addressing Water 
Needs and 
Regional Goals
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Addressing Water Needs and Regional 
Goals
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30 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
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Part II: Management Practices 
Breakout Exercise 

Ashley Reid, CDM Smith
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Soil Amendments Updates
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Public/Elected Officials 
Comments/Questions
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Thank You

Need More Information? 
reidan@cdmsmith.com

Haydn.Blaize@dnr.ga.gov
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