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Memorandum 

To:  Middle Ocmulgee Regional Water Planning Council 
 
From:  Ted Hendrickx, Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

Michelle Vincent, Jacobs  
 
Date:  December 22, 2016 
 
Subject:   Middle Ocmulgee Regional Water Planning Council Meeting 3 

Regional Water Plan Review and Revision Process 
Draft Meeting Summary (subject to Council review and approval)     

This memorandum provides the meeting summary of the Middle Ocmulgee Regional Water 

Planning Council Meeting 3, held in the afternoon of November 17, 2016 at the Oconee Fall Line 

Technical College in Dublin, Georgia.  A Joint Council Meeting was held for the six eastern 

Regional Water Planning (RWP) councils (Altamaha, Coastal Georgia, Middle Ocmulgee, 

Suwannee-Satilla, Savannah- Upper Ogeechee and Upper Oconee) from 10 AM to 4 PM.  The 

Middle Ocmulgee RWP Council held a brief individual council meeting during the afternoon 

portion of the Joint Council Meeting. This memorandum provides a summary of the items 

discussed at the individual Middle Ocmulgee RWP Council meeting that was held from 

approximately 1:15 PM to 2:30 PM.  

 

1) Breakout Sessions Debrief 
The Council discussed water quality impacts into Jackson Lake. It is important to think about what is 

just downstream of the Metro District (including water intakes which are not mentioned in the 

existing Metro Plan). The Council discussed with Danny Johnson, Metro District, possible 

coordination with the District to include stakeholder sessions with upstream water entities to 

discuss downstream concerns (DeKalb County mentioned as one possible entity). 

 

The Council discussed the watershed “heat maps” (specifically those starting on page 35 of the WQ 

handout packet), and discussed specific questions about dry and wet inputs from Clayton County 

(presumably the constructed wetlands wastewater discharge system).  The Council discussed 

downstream gaps and possible impacts from the Middle Ocmulgee Region. 

 

The Council requested more specifics on the Macon 2 node, and what was done to create it. The 

Council would like a technical write up to be included in updated Resource Assessment document or 

a technical memo to be provided to the council, and to be included in the revised RWP.  

 

 



• Draft updated Plans completed before March 31

– Input from Council during today’s meeting

– Further work/edit with Subcommittee, if necessary 

then back to full Council

– Schedule either Council meeting or Conference 

call sometime March 24-29 for final plan review

• Public Notice period: March 31 – May 15

• Updated Plans finalized in June

Remaining Schedule



• Introduction

– General Methodology

– Population Update

• Municipal Water Forecasting

• Municipal Wastewater Forecasting

• Industrial Forecasting

• Agricultural Water Forecasting

• Energy Water Forecasting

• Regional Summary

Forecast Technical Memorandum Review



Section 3 Review



Section 4 Review



Section 5 Review



Section 5 Review

Table 5-53: Summary of Potential Water Resources Issues by County1, 2

County

Municipal Water 

Permitted Capacity 

Need3

Municipal Wastewater 

Permitted Capacity 

Need3

Water Quality -

Assimilative Capacity 

Issues4

Existing Impaired 

Streams5Streams4

Source Table 5-1 Table 5-2 Figure 5-3 Figure 3-7

Bibb Yes Yes

Butts Yes Yes

Crawford Yes Yes Yes Yes

Houston Yes Yes Yes Yes

Jasper Yes Yes Yes Yes

Jones Yes Yes

Lamar Yes Yes Yes

Monroe Yes

Newton Yes Yes Yes Yes

Peach Yes Yes

Pulaski Yes Yes

Twiggs Yes Yes

Notes:

1) "Yes" indicates a predicted capacity need or the existence of impaired streams or assimilative capacity issues. 

2) No surface water or groundwater availability shortage is predicted for the Middle Ocmulgee Region for the 40-year planning period

3) Permitted capacity need is based on the comparison of permitted municipal capacity versus 2050 forecasted demand

4) Treatment upgrade may be required in these counties based on EPD's Water Quality Resource Assessment (as of July 2010)

54) Impaired streams based on 2008 2014 303d list published by EPD



Process to Update Management Practices

• Categorize Current Management 
Practices Today

– Keep As-Is

– Edit

– Delete

– Add New

– If time, revise language for edited 
Management Practices

• Determine process to finalize full 
set of revised Management 
Practices to present to the 
Council for approval



Break

10:45 AM – 11:00 AM



Review and Update Management Measures



Approach to Updating Management Practices (Section 6)

1. Review 2017 Gaps/Goals 

2. Update Management Practices



Approach to Updating Management Practices

1. Review 2017 Gaps/Goals 

2. Update Management Practices



Approach to Updating Management Practices

Adopted Goals (as adopted by the Council 9.22.10)

1. Maximize existing water supply sources to the extent 

practicable.

2. Support the protection of natural stream integrity and the 

recreation it provides. 

3. Promote sufficient water supply for the region. 

4. Promote efficient use of water. 

5. Promote properly managed wastewater discharges and 

beneficial reuse. 

6. Support the reduction of non-point source pollution by 

advocating better land management practices. 

7. Support planning and management of water resources to 

maintain a healthy economy and ensure a high quality of life 
and to protect our natural resources. 



Surface Water and Ground Water Availability

Gap Review

Groundwater
– No groundwater resource shortfalls expected over planning 

horizon

Surface Water- No Surface water gaps predicted

– Water Demand (off stream needs) and Flow Regime (instream 

needs as specified by the Corps’ Water Control Plan) can be 

fully met by available water and storage

– Agreement allowing storage use will have to be reached with 

reservoir owners



Surface Water and Groundwater Availability 

Management Practices

Water Demand Management

– Conservation practices

– Better planning and management

Water Supply Management

– Storage, such as reservoirs

– Infrastructure such as water treatment plants and system 

interconnections

– Water Master Plans

Education

– Educational materials targeting different audiences



2011 Water Demand Management Practices

WD1 - Implement Tier 1 Water 

Conservation Practices and Other 

SB370 Requirements

WD2 – Evaluate/ Encourage Tier 2 

(Non-Farm) Water Conservation 

Practices

WD3 – Promote Full-Cost System 

Accounting

WD4 – Evaluate/Encourage Tier 3 

& Tier 4 Agricultural Water 

Conservation Practices

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete



2011 Water Supply Management Practices

WS1- Develop/Update Local Water 

Master Plans

WS2 – Investigate Impacts of Metro  

Area Discharges 

WS3 – Existing Surface Water 

Reservoir Storage

WS4 - Evaluate New Surface Water 

Storage Reservoirs

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

WS5 – Investigate New Groundwater 

Sources

WS6 - Evaluate System 

Interconnections for Water Supply

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete



2011 Water Supply Management Practices

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Anything Missing?

WS7 - Expand Existing Water 

Treatment Plant

WS8 - Construct Water Treatment 

Plant (New)

WS9 - Promote and Evaluate 

Beneficial Reuse
Keep, Edit, or Delete



2011 Educational Initiatives

ED1 - Develop Regional 

Educational Program and  

Materials for Localized 

Implementation

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Anything Missing?



Lunch

11:45 AM – 12:30 PM



Surface Water Quality/Assimilative Capacity

Gap Review

Water Quality
– Assimilative capacity for DO appears to be generally 

improving compared to Round 1

– Additional permitted treatment capacity may be 

needed in fast growing counties to meet demands

– Additional wastewater planning and monitoring needed 

to address limited assimilative capacity in several stream 

segments

– All counties in region have impaired streams included on 

303(d) list.



Water Quality/Assimilative Capacity

Management Practices

Water Quality: Enhanced Water Quality Standards and 

Monitoring Management Practices 

– Better/coordinated planning 

– Improved monitoring programs

– Upgrading Treatment facilities

Water Quality: Enhanced Pollution (Non-Point Sources) 

Management Practices 

– Tools to reduce stormwater impacts

– Restoration and protection

– Septic system/Industrial/LAS management 

Education

– Educational materials targeting different audiences



2011 Water Quality Management Practices

WQ1 - Develop/ Update Local 

Wastewater Master Plans

WQ3 - Upgrade Existing 

Wastewater Treatment Facilities

WQ4 - Construct Advanced 

Wastewater Treatment Facilities

WQ5 - Promote Coordinated 

Environmental Planning

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

WQ2 - Adopt and Coordinate 

Statewide, Regional and Local 

Water Quality Monitoring 

Programs

Keep, Edit, or Delete



2011Water Quality Management Practices

WQ6 - Evaluate Constructed Treatment 

Wetlands (Beneficial Reuse)

WQ7 - Reduce Runoff from Impervious 

Surfaces

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

WQ8 - Adopt Ordinances and /or 

Incentive Programs to Protect Sensitive 

Land 

WQ9 - Encourage Total Maximum Daily 

Load (TMDL) Implementation

WQ10 - Develop/ Implement Watershed 

Assessment/ Protection Plan Measures

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete



2011Water Quality Management Practices

WQ11 - Implement Watershed Improvement 

Projects

WQ12 - Decrease Use of Land Application 

Systems (LAS) in Urban Areas

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

WQ13 - Decrease Use of On-Site Sewage 

Management Systems (OSSMS)/Septic in 

Urban Areas

WQ14 - Develop Commercial/ Industrial 

Pollution Prevention Programs

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete
WQ15 - Develop and Implement 

Stormwater Public Education and Outreach

WQ16 - Adopt Stormwater Management 

Standards for New Development for Rural 

Areas

Keep, Edit, or Delete



2011 Water Quality Management Practices

WQ17 - Develop/Update Local 

Stormwater Master Plan

WQ18 - Include and implement septage 

disposal options 

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

WQ21 - Encourage Forest and Dirt Road 

Best Management Practices (BMPs)

WQ19 - Establish a Stormwater Utility Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Anything Missing?

WQ20 - Evaluate Water Quality Trading



2011 Priority Educational Initiatives

ED1 - Develop Regional 

Educational Program and  

Materials for Localized 

Implementation

ED2 - Promote Coordinated 

Environmental Planning

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Keep, Edit, or Delete

Anything Missing?



Break

1:30 PM – 1:45 PM



7.1 Implementation Schedule and Roles of 

Responsible Parties (Will change as Management 

Practices change)

7.2 Fiscal Implications of Selected Management 

Practices (No Changes)

7.3 Alignment with Other Plans (Changes to reflect 

coordination with Metro, if necessary)

7.4 Recommendations to the State (Council change, 

if necessary)

Implementing Water Management Practices (Section 7)
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• Wrap Up

• Next Steps

• Council Meeting #5 (or conference call)



www.georgiawaterplanning.org

Public Comment Period

• Please limit comments to 3 minutes total

• Council encourages written submission of 

comments as well



Thank You!
Questions? Comments? Need 

More Information? 
Ted.Hendrickx@dnr.ga.gov

Michelle.Vincent@jacobs.com

mailto:Ted.Hendrickx@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Katherine.Atteberry@jacobs.com

